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A GREEN SPACE FOR GREEN LEARNING
New green classroom is the result of community-industry collaboration
Singapore, 22 February 2018 – Bukit View Secondary School (BVSS) students can look forward to
having lessons in a green classroom fitted out with environmentally-preferred green building materials
and eco-features.
Officially opened on 22 February 2018 by Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Minister for the Environment and Water
Resources, the JOULES (Junior Outstanding Leaders in Environment for Sustainability) Smart Centre @
BVSS is a prime example of green building consciousness. With the support of the Singapore Green
Building Council (SGBC), BVSS worked with various like-minded environmentally-conscious industry
partners to make the facility a reality.
As BVSS is an advocate for sustainability education and environmental stewardship, the JOULES Smart
Centre is intended to bolster their four-year JOULES enrichment programme in order to better educate
their students on key environmental issues and developments. Constructed with sustainability in mind,
the JOULES Smart Centre was of the brainchild of SGBC’s Green Schools Initiative (GSI) educational
outreach programme. These SGBC Green-certified professional services and products have helped the
Centre to be energy efficient while creating a healthier indoor environment for the students.
Mr Masagos said, ““The JOULES Smart Centre, with its green products and features, is a good
example of sustainability practised. I hope the facility will inspire students to think about
incorporating sustainable living in every aspect of their life, and to turn some of these ideas into
action.”
Fitted out with a wide range of certified green building products ranging from paint to the flooring, the
facility also makes use of proven green building design features to overcome building issues. For
example, using a combination of ceiling fans with air-conditioning set to higher temperatures can maintain
comfort while reducing electricity consumption at the same time. An indoor green wall located at the front
of the room improves indoor air quality and reduces noise levels by absorbing acoustic energy, giving
students a healthy, positive place for learning. Apart from these, fittings and furniture provide for a
conducive and attractive learning facility.
“When we first started on this endeavour, we were hoping to find building products that were
suitable for our needs,” recounted Mr Vasuthevan K Ramamurthy, Principal of BVSS. “Through
SGBC, we were able to gain access to a pool of certified building solutions that helped us to
create a Smart Centre that exceeded our expectations. I am confident that our students will be
making good use of this facility for the years to come.”
The JOULES Smart Centre will be used for BVSS’ special curricular classes, as well as other school
events and functions. Furthermore, plans are in the pipeline to enable community usage of the JOULES
Smart Centre. SGBC is also looking into developing a case study using the JOULES Smart Centre as a
benchmark to make the case for greener, healthier classrooms.
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“Green building should not be adopted by just the building and construction industry alone.
Research has shown that Green Mark-certified buildings are not only better for the environment,
but also have positive effects for the building occupants. In the case of the JOULES Smart Centre
at Bukit View Secondary School, it also serves as an invaluable learning opportunity to students,”
highlighted Mr Tan Swee Yiow, President of the SGBC. “In Singapore’s Year of Climate Action, SGBC
will ramp up educational efforts on the benefits of green buildings.”

####

For media enquiries, please contact:
James Tan
Executive Manager (Membership & Communications)
Singapore Green Building Council
Email: james_tan@sgbc.sg
Office: +65 6732 5518
Mobile: +65 9800 4815
About Singapore Green Building Council
The Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) is an enabler of sustainability in the built environment.
Represented by a distinctive public-private partnership that spans across the real estate value chain, SGBC is
the nexus for the advocacy of green buildings that are healthier and more resource-efficient.
SGBC shapes green buildings by working to reduce the carbon footprint of buildings and advancing responsible
procurement, reinforced by SGBC’s product and services certification schemes that emphasise environmental
sustainability.
A member of the World Green Building Council, SGBC is Singapore’s national representative to a global network
of close to 80 green building councils.
For more information, please visit www.sgbc.sg.

Page 2 of 6
Email: enquiry@sgbc.sg
UEN: T09SS0112H

Tel: +65 6732 5518
Fax: +65 6732 5517

Media Release
Embargoed till 22 Feb 2018
Factsheet
About the JOULES Smart Centre
Designed as a smart lab to promote sustainability and green building, the JOULES Smart Centre @ BVSS was
constructed through a concerted cross-sector collaboration between the school and green building product
providers, facilitated by the Singapore Green Building Council. Materials and services certified by SGBC are used
throughout the construction of the Smart Centre where possible, resulting in a highly-efficient facility that is healthy
and conducive for its occupants.
About the JOULES Programme
The Junior Outstanding Leaders in Environment for Sustainability is a distinctive programme unique to Bukit View
Secondary School (BVSS). Focusing on Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), the fouryear programme enriches all students with knowledge and application in design thinking, coding, programming,
environmental science and sustainable energy. Student learning is focused around the four main areas of Power
Generation, Transport, Buildings and Water, key elements that contribute to Singapore’s vision of becoming a
smart city by 2050.
About the SGBC Green Schools Initiative
The Green Schools Initiative (GSI) is an education programme tailored for the student body. Encompassing a suite
of resources that includes knowledge packs, learning journeys to green buildings as well as interactive media, the
GSI also provides assistance to schools undertaking green building or sustainability related projects. For the
JOULES Smart Centre, SGBC helped BVSS to fit out the converted technical workshop with environmentallyfriendly materials from its pool of certified green building solutions and products.
About the Singapore Green Building Product Certification Scheme
First launched in January 2011, the Singapore Green Building Product (SGBP) certification
scheme administered by the Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) is dedicated to the
assessment and evaluation of green building products and is highly recognised for its
holistic and comprehensive approach towards environmental performance. With
sustainability criteria and benchmarks crafted for the industry, by the industry, this
grounded methodology enables building products to be impartially evaluated for their
relevant, noteworthy and environmentally-friendly qualities, benchmarked against similar
products in its category. Upon certification completion, certified products are awarded a
rating ranging from 1-tick to 4-ticks that corresponds with their assessed environmental
performance.
As a direct result of this emphasis on industrial applicability, the SGBP is significantly recognised under the Building
and Construction Authority’s (BCA) Green Mark Scheme, allowing certified products to accrue additional points for
the building that count towards its eventual green rating. To date, more than 2600 products and materials been
certified by the SGBP.
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The following SGBP-certified products are used in the JOULES Smart Centre:
S/N
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Certified Product Type
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Ceiling Fan

Haiku I - Series with SenseMe ®
Haiku Home ceiling fans are designed with onboard SenseMe ® technology to automate comfort and
save energy all year-round. The fan automatically detects changes in occupancy, humidity and
temperature, and adjusts to the occupant's pre-set comfort preference. Its specially engineered motor
and patented airfoils bring efficiency to a higher level.
“Big Ass Fans and Haiku Home have always dedicated to developing sustainable solutions while
complying with green standards around the world. By supplementing mechanical ventilation to
conditioned spaces and automatically, cooling comfort becomes more energy and cost efficient. As
a centre housing smart and sustainable products, we are honoured that our SGBP-certified fans can
help the JOULES Smart Centre to lower the energy consumed effortlessly.”
- Ms Vivian Feng, Marketing Communications Manager, APAC, Big Ass Fans Pte Ltd
Solar Thermal Air-Conditioning System

Ecoline Solar Pte Ltd
Therm-Aire STA-012SPWM
As a patent-pending and proprietary solar thermal hybrid air-conditioning system, Therm-Aire is
engineered to be the first dual power (heat and electricity) AC system. Therm-Aire is designed to be
reliable and a cost-effective cooling solution. Utilising solar, ambient and waste heat to power the
system, Therm-Aire reduces the workload of the compressor and prolongs its lifespan and in the
process generating up to 50% energy savings.
“Together with other organisations, SGBC has helped Ecoline Solar tremendously in increasing the
awareness of the amount of energy savings from their solar thermal hybrid AC technology. Ecoline
Solar is at the forefront of Singapore’s Year of Climate Action, with a proven solution to reduce energy
consumption and carbon footprint for our users.”
- Mr James Yip, Marketing, Ecoline Solar Pte Ltd
Vinyl Flooring

Goodrich Global Pte Ltd
Armstrong Natural Creations
Artfully crafted and resilient, Armstrong Natural Creations distributed by Goodrich Global Pte Ltd offer
the highest levels of design and durability available in vinyl flooring. With certified very low volatile
organic compound emissions, these luxury vinyl tiles keep indoor spaces healthy, productive and
beautiful.
“Here at Goodrich Global, our primary social responsibility is protecting our living environment with
like-minded partners.”
- Mr Caulfield Khoo, Head of Flooring Department, Goodrich Global Pte Ltd
Indoor Green Wall

Chop Ching Hin Pte Ltd
GWSTM Advanced Green Module System
The Advanced Green Module System is produced with UV stabilised recycled polypropylene and
features integrated irrigation which cuts down on external irrigation components and ensuring greater
irrigation efficiency at a lower cost. GWS Living Art - the innovative arm of Chop Ching Hin has also
redesigned the modules allowing for beautiful designs and easy maintenance both indoor and out.
“When we green up places, we also teach the community how to appreciate nature in hopes that this
will continue blossoming. Our green building mission never stops and we always try to improve our
systems be it from an implementation perspective or sustainable sourcing. SGBC has played a great
role in sharing our solutions as well as putting us in touch with relevant parties who can work together
with us and share the same mission in greening sustainable buildings. Innovation requires ideas and
GWS Living Art - the innovation arm of Chop Ching Hin, feels that SGBC provides precisely these
idea-sharing platforms during their many events and we very much appreciate it.”
- Mr Zac Toh, Founder, GWS Living Art Pte Ltd
Big Ass Fans Pte Ltd
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Wireless Lighting Control System

Wisqo Lighting Control System S-100
A wireless smart solution that allows remote access to lighting through the use of a mobile application,
the individual components do not require batteries or maintenance once installed. Through the
solution, the lighting status of the room can be closely monitored and controlled anytime, anywhere,
reducing energy consumption. Innocity Solutions also has a take-back policy for the solution’s
hardware components.
“In this project, we worked with technology and end users, with the final aim of enabling them to
achieve a better, more futuristic environment. The two-tick SGBP rating on the product is not only a
sound recognition of our commitment and dedication to help create a smart and sustainable city in
Singapore, but also an encouragement for the continuous improvement of our products.”
- Mr Fancis Chua, Director, Innocity Solutions Pte Ltd
Carpet Tile

Interface
Net Effect collection backed by CushionBacRE
A high performance backing that delivers superior underfoot comfort and advanced acoustic
properties, the new CushionBacRE™ is ideal for application in both hospitality and commercial
spaces. Being manufactured from easily available, 90% recycled raw material content (PET),
CushionBacRE™ is also100% recyclable. By creating a new backing this way, Interface further
reduce their reliance on oil and other non-renewable sources of raw materials. Ensuring zero wastage
with no more landfill at the end of life, means the manufacture, usage and final recovery cycle loop is
totally closed.
“The SGBP labelling scheme is highly recognized by the building industry and being the first flooring
manufacturer to achieve the highest 4-tick rating for all our products definitely differentiates us in a
highly competitive market. At Interface, we are committed to creating modular flooring solutions that
contributes to positive spaces for people to be at their best and be in touch with their purpose.
Designed with inspiration from nature, we offer products with one of the lowest carbon footprint in the
market. More recently, we unveiled a prototype, first-of-its-kind carbon negative “Proof Positive” tile
to show the world that it is possible to make a product with the potential to reverse global warming.
After the tile is made, there is less carbon dioxide in the atmosphere than if it had not been
manufactured in the first place. By designing a better way and contributing to spaces that nurture, we
hope to inspire others to also take action to restore the planet and its people.”
- Ms Karen Lee, Sustainability Lead, Asia, Interface
Interior Paint

Nippon Paint (S) Pte Ltd
Odour-less All-In-1 & Aqua Bodelac
A household brand in Singapore, Nippon Paint’s products are not only good for buildings and interior
spaces but are also good for building occupants. Certified to contain near zero volatile organic
compounds, low formaldehyde levels and good anti-bacteria performance, the paint products are also
non-toxic with no traces of lead, mercury or heavy metal content.
Obo Bettermann South East
Cable Tray

Asia Pte Ltd
Magic® Cable Tray
The Magic cable tray system is manufactured with high recycled content and is designed to be
installed without the use of screws, snapping together easily through Obo’s patented connection
system. This drastically improves productivity and cuts down the time and manpower needed to install
the system.
“With SGBC’s focused promotion of green building material, we see increased awareness and actual
adoption in more projects locally. Through the BEX Asia exhibition and referral of the JOULES Smart
Centre @ BVSS project, we are also able to contribute to the green movement for a better overall
environment.”
- Mr Seenu, Managing Director, Tektronz Pte Ltd (official distributor for Obo Bettermann
South East Asia)
Innocity Solutions Pte Ltd

Page 5 of 6
Email: enquiry@sgbc.sg
UEN: T09SS0112H

Tel: +65 6732 5518
Fax: +65 6732 5517

Media Release
Embargoed till 22 Feb 2018
About the Singapore Green Building Services (SGBS) Certification Scheme
The SGBS is the first of its kind in Singapore and aims to enhance green building performance
through the industry's delivery of services. The scheme recognises building consultants who
are committed to supporting the green movement. It aims to promote best practices to support
environmental sustainability among service firms in the industry. SGBC's Green Services
Certification will commit building consultants and practitioners to develop their in-house
capabilities and competencies; adopt green corporate practices; and deliver sustainable
designs and services.
ONG&ONG Pte Ltd, one of the first architectural firms to be certified under the SGBS, designed the JOULES
Smart Centre with a strong focus on environmental sustainability.
Additionally, the following SGBC Member companies have also supported the establishment of the JOULES Smart
Centre:




3M Technologies (S) Pte Ltd
o Provision of Channel Lighting
Nitto Denko (Singapore) Pte Ltd
o Provision of Whiteboard Film
Samwoh Corporation Pte Ltd
o Provision of JOULES Scholarship
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