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WELCOME ADDRESS BY DR. HO NYOK YONG, PRESIDENT,
SINGAPORE GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL, AT THE SGBC GALA
DINNER 2019, HELD ON 5 SEPTEMBER 2019 AT THE GRAND
BALLROOM, ORCHARD HOTEL SINGAPORE
• Dr. Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State for the Environment & Water
Resources and Health;
• Mr. Hugh Lim, CEO, Building and Construction Authority;
• SGBC Members and Partners;
• Distinguished Guests;
• Ladies and gentlemen.
1.

A very good evening and Welcome to the Singapore Green Building
Council or SGBC Gala Dinner 2019. Before I begin, I would like to thank
Dr. Amy Khor, our guest-of-honour for this evening, for taking time out
of her busy schedule to grace our event.

Celebrating A Decade of Advancing Green Building
2.
Tonight, we celebrate our 10th Anniversary. We have reached our first
major milestone. While it is important to look back at what we have
achieved the past decade, we must also gear up for the future which
holds challenges but also tremendous opportunities.
3.

I have personally witnessed the growth of SGBC from very humble
beginnings. From a small organisation set up to look into certifying
green building products for the built environment, we have expanded
tremendously in scope and scale over the past decade.

4.

As of today, we have certified more than 3,500 green building products
and materials across 6 categories for the industry to make more
sustainable procurement solutions. We now have a whole suite of
programs designed to cater to companies across the built environment
value chain, delivering value to thousands of people and companies.

5.

But we could not have done this without the constant strong support
from the industry. Right from Day One, industry support to SGBC has
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been very encouraging. Our dedicated present and past Board
members, Corporate Members, Sponsors, and Secretariat have all put
in a lot of time, effort and resources to grow the organisation.
6.

SGBC would not have been able to come this far without the belief and
buy-in from the industry. I would like to take this opportunity to
sincerely thank everyone for the continuous support to make SGBC the
big success you see today.

Supporting Industry Transformation
7.
One of SGBC’s biggest achievements is the industry’s recognition of
SGBC’s role in supporting the new Construction Industry
Transformation Map, of which “green building” is one of three key
pillars. Our wide range of programmes, initiatives and events have
effectively helped the construction industry to transform towards
greater environmental sustainability.
8.

In July this year, our new upskilling Green Mark Professional
Qualification Scheme has replaced the existing BCA’s Green Mark
Managers programme. The new Scheme is developed to support the
growing number of green professionals to build capability, advance
expertise and impart knowledge. I am pleased to announce that as of
today, we have registered more than 700 Green Mark Accredited
Professionals from various disciplines under the new scheme.

9.

Furthermore, SGBC has also started to co-assess Green Mark Projects
together with BCA this year. The co-assessment will add value to
SGBC’s other existing certification schemes and will further propel the
construction sector to be more environmentally sustainable.

10.

Another key achievement is our relentless effort in educating the
industry and public to go green through various activities. The number
of events we organise has increased year on year. In year 2018 alone,
we organised more than 40 seminars and workshops. Our events reach,
educate and benefit about 3,000 participants each year from the
industry and beyond.
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Towards the Future
11. In the next phase of SGBC’s growth, on top of others, we will focus on
two key areas: working with the industry to reduce carbon emissions
and intensifying public outreach. Singapore as a small country is very
vulnerable to the negative impact of climate change. We must put in
greater collective effort to address the effects of climate change. By
working together, to make our buildings and infrastructure more
environmentally sustainable while inculcating more responsible user
behaviour, we can help to mitigate one of the most pressing issues that
our nation is now facing.
Conclusion
12. In conclusion, SGBC has grown into a national enabler of sustainability
for the entire built environment over the past decade. Moving forward,
we will continue to be active in supporting the transformation of the
built environment sector towards the future economy. Our unique
position in the ecosystem allows us to receive and disseminate
knowledge to a wider community. We will therefore step up efforts to
become this knowledge bank, this hub of resources to green our
buildings and infrastructure.
13.

It is heartening to note that tonight there are increased numbers of
exemplary individuals and companies who are the winners of the
biennial SGBC-BCA Sustainability Leadership Awards. You are all market
leaders in the green sustainability movement and role models for the
industry to follow. I wish to congratulate all our Winners for the
excellent work well done!

14.

Before I end, once again I would like to thank our Guest of honour Dr.
Amy Khor for gracing this special event. I also want to say a big thank
you to all my Board Members and the Secretariat who have put in a lot
of effort and time to make tonight’s event a successful and memorable
one.
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15.

In SGBC’s 10th Anniversary and beyond, we look forward to working
with all of you to create a greener, healthier built environment for
everyone, everywhere. Thank you.
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