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Singaporean named as climate champion on International Women’s Day
Ms Yvonne Soh celebrated by World Green Building Council as it pushes for gender equality
Singapore, 8 March 2019 – The campaign theme for International Women’s Day 2019 is
#BalanceforBetter – and it is backed by the women leading the global green building movement.
The World Green Building Council (WorldGBC) has named Ms. Yvonne Soh, Executive Director of the
Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC), a climate champion for using her expertise and passion to
build a better place for everyone.
Ms. Cristina Gamboa, Chief Executive Officer, of WorldGBC said: “This year’s theme resonates on so
many levels for women who are leading the drive towards sustainability. For us, better outcomes for
women mean a better future for our planet. Balance for Better recognises that diversity and equality are
inextricably linked to our mission to create green buildings for everyone, everywhere.”
The WorldGBC is a global network of around 70 green building councils – of which SGBC is an
Established Member – who are transforming the building and construction sector, aiming to eliminate
carbon emissions by 2050. Despite construction still being a traditionally male-dominated industry,
more than 50 percent of the CEOs running established Green Building Councils are women.
Ms. Gamboa said: “To prevent further devastating climate change, we need these passionate and
dynamic women to inspire people around the world to take action. They are the catalysts for change we
need to cut greenhouse gases and limit the planet’s rising temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius.”
Despite being a young country, in Singapore, the old boys clubs still have power.
Ms. Yvonne Soh has gotten used to being outnumbered by men – the gender balance has not changed
much since she was an engineering student. She said: “I have got to the stage now where I am valued
for my input. I have been championing alternative and recycled materials for many years now – and in
Singapore there is no choice, we simply have no natural resources.”
Not only is Ms. Soh’s input highly valued, but she has put sustainability at the core of new buildings in
her city state. She has made it her mission to bring the green message to the masses – and has
contributed to making Singapore one of the greenest urban areas in the world.
She said: “We have a small land mass so development has to be well planned and ecological with an
appreciation for both the urban and the natural.”
Her passion for sustainability grew during the 10 years Ms. Soh spent at the Building and Construction
Authority (BCA) and eventually led her to current role. It is the collaborative nature of her position,
working with other leaders within the WorldGBC that continues to inspire her.
Ms. Soh said: “We face different challenges in our different parts of the world but there is so much
scope to learn from each other. It is common sense to take a global approach to solving the global
challenges of sustainable development.”
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“This is exciting because it is an opportunity to tackle social problems including poverty and inequality.
When we think about buildings, we must think about the people in them. It is about better places for
people.”
Ms. Soh fully endorses the theme for International Women’s Day 2019 – believing women are more
than qualified to lead the fight against climate change.
She added: “We have a great propensity to think beyond ourselves, to think of others and our
environment. Women tend to be the ones to nurture the natural world.”
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About Singapore Green Building Council
The Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) is an enabler of sustainability in the built environment. Represented
by a distinctive public-private partnership that spans across the real estate value chain, SGBC is the nexus for the
advocacy of green buildings that are healthier and more resource-efficient.
SGBC shapes green buildings by working to reduce the carbon footprint of buildings and advancing responsible
procurement, reinforced by SGBC’s product and services certification schemes that emphasise environmental
sustainability.
A member of the World Green Building Council, SGBC is Singapore’s national representative to a global network
of close to 80 green building councils. For more information, please visit www.sgbc.sg

About World Green Building Council
The World Green Building Council is a global network of Green Building Councils that is transforming the places
where we live, work, play, heal and learn. The goal is to help reduce the building and construction sector’s CO2
emissions by 84 gigatonnes and ensure all buildings have net zero emissions by 2050.
We believe green buildings can and must be at the centre of our lives. Our changing climate means we must
reshape the way we grow and build, enabling people to thrive both today and tomorrow. We take action –
championing local and global leadership and empowering our community to drive change. Together, we are greater
than the sum of our parts, and commit to green buildings for everyone, everywhere. For more information,
www.worldgbc.org
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Ms. Yvonne Soh
Executive Director, Singapore Green Building Council
Ms. Yvonne Soh is a passionate advocate on the use of recycled materials and adoption of sustainable
construction practices, an interest she developed during the 10 years spent at the Building and
Construction Authority (BCA). She spearheaded BCA’s sustainable construction initiative as Director of
the Centre for Sustainable Buildings and Construction, where she successfully collaborated with the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on sustainable resource management in the building
sector.
From her various portfolios, ranging from policy, regulatory, industry development, to research &
development in BCA, Ms. Soh fully understands the fine balance between public and private
partnerships. She played a key role in initiating a number of innovative building projects particularly in
the use of alternative materials and minimization of carbon emissions.
Ms. Soh is a Professional Engineer and graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) from NTU in
1993 and obtained her Master of Science (Civil Engineering) degree from NUS in 1998. She gained her
industry experience as a civil engineer at P&T Consultants, an international multi-disciplinary building
and construction consultancy firm, before joining BCA. Prior to joining SGBC, Ms. Soh was instrumental
in setting up the secretariat office and obtaining government funding and support for the Waste
Management and Recycling Association of Singapore (WMRAS).
She is a member of Enterprise Singapore’s Standards Committees for Building Construction and
Environmental Standards, and Singapore Accreditation Council’s Committee for Certification.
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