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SINGAPORE GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL PLEDGES COMMITMENTS TO COMBAT
CLIMATE CHANGE
Commitments encompass initiatives to drive market transformation for green building
Paris, 3 December 2015 – The Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) has pledged robust
commitments to drive change and market transformation for green building at COP21 in Paris today.
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Broadly, SGBC will continue to work with both the public and private sectors to support the goals
of Singapore’s Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) to reduce emissions intensity by
36% from 2005 levels by 2030, to continually promote green building design, practices and technology
as well as to enhance current certification schemes to remain relevant to a dynamic marketplace.
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“Since our inception in 2009, SGBC has been bringing together industry players and
advocates for green building,” stated Mr Chia Ngiang Hong, President of SGBC, “Our strong publicprivate sector partnership has enabled the greening of Singapore buildings to progress steadily.
We will continue to work with our members and partners to spread awareness on the role of
buildings in climate change and greenhouse gas reduction, as well as the added benefits of
lowered energy bills, healthier building spaces and a better environment for all.”
4
The commitments were made at Buildings Day - the official COP21 meeting led by Mrs Ségolène
Royal, the French Minister of Ecology and former presidential candidate. The Global Alliance for Buildings
and Construction, aimed to scale up the implementation of ambitious sustainable actions, was also
launched on this day, and the World Green Building Council along with all 74 member green building
councils and their 12,000 member companies will be part of this new Alliance.
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All 74 national green building councils support the high level commitment from the World Green
Building Council to achieve Net Zero carbon for new buildings and energy efficient refurbishment of the
existing building stock by 2050. A total of 25 green building councils, including Singapore, also unveiled
national commitments to register, renovate or certify over 1.25 billion square metres of green building
space - almost twice the size of Singapore - and train over 127,000 qualified green building professionals
over the next five years.
5
“SGBC is demonstrating real leadership on green buildings by launching its ambitious
commitments at these critical climate change negotiations in Paris,” said Ms Terri Wills, CEO of the
World Green Building Council, “We know how to build bigger and bigger. The challenge is to build
bigger and better. And it is commitments like these that will help to transform the global buildings
industry so that not only is a 2 degree world possible tomorrow, but we can realise the benefits
from this new way of building – today.”
6
Buildings currently account for around one third of global emissions, but green building is one of
the most cost-effective solutions to climate change, which generates significant environmental, economic
and societal benefits. Green buildings have been proven to improve people’s health, wellbeing and
productivity – for example, improved indoor air quality can lead to productivity improvements of up to 11
per cent.
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“Buildings present a tremendous opportunity to create positive change for the
environment and efforts today will go a long way as the lifespans of buildings typically stretch
into the decades,” highlighted Mr Tai Lee Siang, Vice-Chair of the World Green Building Council Board
of Directors and Honorary Advisor on the SGBC Board, “By tapping on the collective wisdom of the
global green building movement, we can derive best practices, technologies and measures to
take a more consolidated and affirmative global action.”
####
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James Tan
Manager (Communications & Programmes)
Singapore Green Building Council
Email: james_tan@sgbc.sg
Office: +65 6732 5518
Mobile: +65 9800 4815
About Singapore Green Building Council
Established in 2009, the Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) champions efficient green building design,
practices and technologies that drive environmental sustainability in the building and construction industry. SGBC
administers the Singapore Green Building Product & Services labelling schemes, setting standards and
benchmarks for green building products and services in Singapore and the region. As an Established Member of
the World Green Building Council, SGBC is also part of a wide global network of green building councils in more
than a hundred countries.
For more information, visit www.sgbc.sg

Page 2 of 3
Email:
UEN:

Tel:
Fax:

Media Release
Embargoed till 3 Dec 2015, 10.00PM

Annex A – SGBC Commitments to COP21
Policy & Strategy
 We will work with the Government to support the intent of Singapore’s INDC to reduce Emissions
Intensity by 36% from 2005 levels by 2030, and stabilise its emissions with the aim of peaking
around 2030.
 Together with our members, we will work with the Government to attain the target of 80% of
buildings in Singapore to achieve BCA Green Mark standards by 2030.


We will work with both the private and public sectors to base procurement decisions on
sustainability-centred principles and increase the adoption of Singapore Green Building Product
certified products and materials in the built environment.

Value Chain Transformation
 We will continually promote green building design, practices and technology, and support the
government efforts to build capability and professionalism.


We will work with members to build capability: equipping them with the knowledge to measure
the carbon footprint of buildings; assisting in the improvement of energy efficiency of their
buildings; supporting new and current members in bringing green certified products and services
easily to market.



We will support the government to develop a green collar workforce and train 20,000
professionals, managers, executives and technicians (PMETs) by 2020 to sustain the local green
building movement.



We will strengthen our pro-active programme of public education and industry promotion of
sustainability in the building and construction industry.

Measurement and Accountability
 We will enhance the Singapore Green Building Product (SGBP) labelling scheme for green
building-related products in Singapore, to ensure that building products are impartially evaluated
for their qualities and benchmarked against similar products in its category.


We will provide certification services and comprehensive listings for Green Building Services, to
promote best practices to support environmental sustainability among service firms in the
industry.

To find out more about the Build Better Green campaign and read the commitments from the other green
building councils, visit http://www.betterbuildgreen.org/
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