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A Catalyst for Green Building and Sustainability
Innovative green building solutions emerge from inaugural student-centric event
Singapore, 11 August 2018 – Polytechnic students showcased their creativity with myriad innovative
green building solutions intended to help address climate challenges at the Singapore Green Building
Council’s Green Catalyst Challenge 2018 Final Pitch event held 11 August 2018 at Bukit Panjang
Community Club. As a hackathon-inspired challenge, student teams received insights from industry
leaders to put forward innovative green building solutions that can help to address climate challenges.
About 80 attendees comprising eight student teams from Nanyang Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic,
Republic Polytechnic and Republic Polytechnic pitched their proposals to a panel of industry leaders led
by Dr Teo Ho Pin, Mayor of the North West District. These solutions ranged from specialised hardware
designed to lower energy consumption to a facilities management system which taps on the Internet of
Things (IoT), all of which focused on turning sustainable goals into action.
Mr Tan Swee Yiow, President of the SGBC, said, “Fighting climate change requires a collective and
concerted effort. Through initiatives such as the SGBC Green Catalyst Challenge, we pair
students with industry mentors well-versed in their respective fields. This has resulted in
innovative, workable solutions, some of which can be further developed for a greener tomorrow.”
The Final Pitch event is a follow-up from the First Pitch event held in April 2018, where the student teams
chose topics based on their areas of study and developed a pitch which was then presented to a speciallycurated panel of industry leaders. These industry leaders, who were Winners of the SGBC-BCA
Sustainability Leadership Awards 2017, selected the teams based on their pitches and provided
mentorship, counsel and advice to the students prior to the Final Pitch event. The students then further
refined and improved their proposals so as to achieve greater impact on their intended audience.
Further accentuating the student-oriented nature of the event, the entire SGBC Green Catalyst Challenge
Final Pitch programme was conceptualised and executed by a team of first year students from Singapore
Polytechnic. They were responsible for developing the programme and working with the various parties
to ensure the event runs smoothly.
“FRANK by OCBC believes that this generation of youths will spark meaningful change in
environmental conservation. We’ve been working with youth artists such as Tan Zi Xi, and NPOs
like Our Singapore Reefs to spread the message of planet over plastic. The SGBC Green Catalyst
Challenge is another platform to showcase what youths are capable of given the right opportunity
and platform to effect environmental change,” highlighted Ms Thu Nguyen, Vice President, Youth
Segment Marketing at OCBC Bank.
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Mobile: +65 9800 4815
About Singapore Green Building Council
The Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) is an enabler of sustainability in the built environment. Represented
by a distinctive public-private partnership that spans across the real estate value chain, SGBC is the nexus for the
advocacy of green buildings that are healthier and more resource-efficient.
SGBC shapes green buildings by working to reduce the carbon footprint of buildings and advancing responsible
procurement, reinforced by SGBC’s product and services certification schemes that emphasise environmental
sustainability.
A member of the World Green Building Council, SGBC is Singapore’s national representative to a global network
of close to 80 green building councils.
For more information, please visit www.sgbc.sg.
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ANNEX A: Background

Event Synopsis
The SGBC Green Catalyst Challenge 2018 is organised by the Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) as part
of its Green Schools Initiative (GSI) educational outreach programme. Involving all five polytechnics in Singapore,
the event brings together the creative and innovative minds of the younger generation with the experience and
expertise of industry leaders, aiming to turn sustainable goals into action.
Held for the first time in 2018, the SGBC Green Catalyst Challenge 2018 event takes the form of a hackathon with
a twist: after a first pitch event, the industry leaders will mentor the student teams to refine and polish their proposed
solutions before showcasing them at a final event.
Event Theme
Turning Sustainable Goals into Action – the theme for the inaugural SGBC Green Catalyst 2018 event. Based
on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) for Green Building as identified by the World
Green Building Council (WorldGBC), the event will challenge student teams to develop practicable green building
solutions. Student teams can comprise of members from the same diploma programme or from a combination of
different disciplines and/or academic years.
Industry Mentors
The Industry Mentors for the event are Winners of the Green Building Individuals Award Category under the SGBCBCA Sustainability Leadership Awards 2017. As leaders in their respective fields, the Mentors will be able to
provide keen insight and actionable advice to the student teams, enabling them to develop a judiciously workable
solution that turns sustainable goals into action.
The Mentors are as follow:




Ms. Esther An
o Chief Sustainability Officer, City Developments Limited
o Green Building Advocate of the Year 2017
Ar. Khoo Poh Bin
o Deputy Managing Director, DCA Architects
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o Green Architect of the Year 2017
Ar. Kuan Chee Yung
o Senior Vice President, CPG Consultants
o Green Architect of the Year 2017
Er. Tong Kok Kwang
o Project Director & Principal Mechanical Engineer, Nanyang Technological University
o Green Facilities Manager of the Year 2017
Mr. Zac Toh
o Director, GWS Living Art Pte Ltd
o Green Building Innovator of the Year 2017
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