OPENING SPEECH BY MR TAN SWEE YIOW, PRESIDENT,
SINGAPORE GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL, AT THE SGBC GALA
DINNER 2018, ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2018 AT THE ORCHARD HOTEL
SINGAPORE
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A very good evening:
 Dr Amy Khor, Senior Minister of State for the Environment and
Water Resources & Health;
 Mr Lee Fook Sun, Chairman, Building and Construction Authority
of Singapore;
 Leaders

of

various

government

agencies

and

industry

organisations;
 Members of SGBC and distinguished guests;
 Ladies and gentlemen.
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Welcome to the 2018 SGBC Gala Dinner. I would like to start by

thanking Dr Amy Khor, our guest-of-honour for this evening. Thank you,
Minister, for taking time out of your busy schedule to grace our event. We
are honoured by your presence this evening.
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And thank you as well to everyone here tonight for joining us. As

with previous years, the Gala Dinner is sold-out again this year, thanks to
your strong support for SGBC, and what we believe in – which is to
advance the green building movement in Singapore.

WorldGBC Asia Pacific Regional Network
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We are delighted to have with us this evening, representatives from

green building councils in the Asia Pacific Region. Coming together to
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form the World Green Building Council’s Asia Pacific Network, of which
SGBC is also a part of, our fellow GBCs meet regularly to synergise efforts
and deliver impact to green building markets in the Asia Pacific Region.
Please take this opportunity to meet with our regional GBC counterparts
and forge friendships for meaningful partnerships.
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This evening, we are also honouring the Finalists and Winners of

the World Green Building Council Asia Pacific Leadership in Green
Building Awards 2018. Now into its third edition, the Awards celebrate
iconic green buildings and inspiring companies who the drivers of change
and create a better future for the Asia Pacific region.

Translating the Construction Industry Transformation Map into Action
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As we gear towards industry restructuring to be better prepared for

the future economy, the Government will be rolling out Industry
Transformation Maps or I-T-Ms for all 23 sectors of the economy, the
Construction sector being one of them. The Construction ITM comprises
three transformation pillars for the built environment, of which Green
Building is one of them.
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SGBC has always been a strong partner of the government and a

voice of the industry. Our programmes have, likewise, also received good
support from the public agencies. Thus, I am pleased to announce some
new initiatives that we will be rolling out next year, in support of the ITM
and in partnership with the Building and Construction Authority.
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Uplifting Industry Professionals
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Firstly, to complement our certification schemes, we will be rolling

out a new group of green building professionals and specialists. SGBC
will build on the success of BCA’s Certified Green Mark Managers and
Green Mark Professionals and rebrand this into a new SGBC Green
Professionals Accreditation Scheme. We seek to uplift the profile of our
green professionals and specialists, and to develop a dedicated
continuing

education

and

training

framework

to

support

the

developmental needs of our green-collar workforce. We are working
closely with BCA on the new scheme and will announce more details in
due course.

Championing Greener & Healthier Workplaces
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Secondly, in another collaboration with BCA, we will be working

towards making workplaces not just greener, but also healthier for
employees and occupants. To bring the green and healthy message to
the greater masses, we will be developing tools and resources, as well as
a self-assessment online one-stop portal to reach out to more workplaces
in an engaging format.

Recognising SGBC’s Existing Certifications in Public Procurement
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Last but not least, I am pleased to announce that the Public Sector

will now give recognition to SGBC’s Singapore Green Building Services
certification when government agencies are undergoing the tender
evaluation of consultancy services under the Quality Fee Method, or QFM,
tender evaluation framework. This is a sound testament of the relevance
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of SGBC’s certification schemes, proving useful in recognising and
differentiating progressive firms.

Conclusion
11

Green buildings are the result of the collective efforts of many

professions and fields of expertise, at the organisational level as well as
at the individual level. I am glad that here at SGBC, we have fostered
friendships at both these levels, as we journey forth together towards a
greener built environment. On behalf of my colleagues on the SGBC
Board, in closing, I would once again like to express my sincerest gratitude
to everyone who has contributed to making our schemes, initiatives and
programmes a success. We look forward to a continued partnership as
we create greener and healthier buildings for everyone to live, work and
play in.
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I wish you a very enjoyable evening ahead. Thank you.
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