The Building Blocks of Sustainability

Building our Green Future Together

BUILDING OUR
GREEN FUTURE
TOGETHER
The Building and Construction Authority (BCA) and
the Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) are cocreating the Singapore Green Building Masterplan,
part of the Singapore Green Plan 2030. Read on to
find out what the industry and community are saying
about green buildings.
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As Singapore is a highly urbanised island state,
buildings account for over 20 percent of the
nation’s carbon emissions. Green buildings are
hence an important part of Singapore’s climate
change mitigation strategy. In 2005, the Building
and Construction Authority (BCA) launched the
Green Mark scheme to promote sustainable and
environmentally friendly buildings in Singapore.
Together with green advocates from industry and
academia, the Singapore Green Building Council
(SGBC) was formed in 2009 to advocate for and
accelerate the adoption of green building products,
technology and best practices. Since then, SGBC
has played a key role in driving the green building
movement in Singapore.
To-date, more than 40 percent of the built
environment (by gross floor area [GFA]) has been
greened. To green 80 percent of Singapore’s
buildings by 2030, BCA and SGBC are working
with key stakeholders on the next Singapore
Green Building Masterplan (SGBMP) to push the
boundaries of energy efficiency and environmental
sustainability in buildings.
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To do so, all stakeholders need to be onboard. The
co-creation of the SGBMP deeply involved a total
of 82 industry stakeholders, from different points
of the value chain such as architects, consultants,
developers, engineers, contractors, suppliers,
researchers and others, as part of the SGBMP
working committee. Members of the Committee
were involved in different taskforces that looked
into developing the next vision and outcomes of
the next lap of our green buildings journey, as
well as the initiatives to get there. With a better
understanding of the barriers faced by the built
environment (BE) sector stakeholders and the
industry’s potential to stretch for higher targets,
the Committee can collectively develop SGBMP
initiatives that will effectively help drive the green
building agenda forward.
To sustain this push for the green building agenda,
a healthy ecosystem with enough demand drivers
and enablers is required. Since the beginning of
2020, the Committee has been reaching out to the
wider community and other stakeholder groups
such as Financial Institutions in a concerted effort

to better understand their views on green buildings
and generate a broader mindshare for the SGBMP.
The key engagement outcomes are to:
§ Raise awareness of the urgency to take climate
action and how green buildings are a key strategy
to mitigate climate change
§ Build a shared vision for the SGBMP through
stakeholder engagement
§ Seek wider support on the benefits of green
buildings
From March to November 2020, BCA and SGBC
have reached out to more than 5,000 individuals
through various engagement initiatives to gather
insights for the development of the SGBMP. Read
on to know about the key findings of the SGBMP
engagement drive and read the full report on the
SGBMP website.

SETTING THE VISION & KEY OUTCOMES
In the development of the SGBMP, views from an
even wider group of stakeholders were obtained on

how Singapore can advance together in the next
lap of our green buildings journey and push the
boundaries of energy efficiency and environmental
sustainability in buildings. Due to restrictions
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, much
of the engagement was done online after the
organisation of a Visioning Exercise in early 2020,
which set the vision and key outcomes ahead for
Singapore’s green built environment.
About 100 invited participants from the built
environment took part in the Visioning Exercise,
coming from a good mix of organisations active
in the built environment, Trade Associations &
Chambers (TACs), Institutes of Higher Learning
(IHLs), public agencies, as well as future leaders
and youths. The half-day session comprised a
series of short sharing by industry leaders, focus
group sessions with a good mix of industry, agency,
academia and youth representation to encourage
candid sharing of opinions and better appreciation
of diverse perspectives, as well as a final panel
discussion.
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Strong a greement on collective a nd individua l responsibilities
to ta k e clima te a ction with green buildings
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WH AT ARE PEOPLE I N
SI N GAPORE SAY I N G ABOU T
TH E FU TU RE OF
GREEN BU I LD I N GS?

More tha n 9 out of 1 0 a greed tha t
buildings’ use of energy over its
lifespa n will nega tively a ffect future
genera tions if we do nothing

SN APSH OT ON PU BLI C EN GAGEMEN T I N SI GH TS FOR TH E
SI N GAPORE GREEN BU I LD I N G MASTERPLAN ( SGBMP)

7 out of 1 0 would sha re the
benefits of green buildings with their
fa mily, friends a nd collea gues

THE FUTURE OF GREEN BUILDIN GS SHOULD:
High level of awareness and strong sense of urgency
for green buildings a s a clima te cha nge mitiga tion stra tegy

9 out of 1 0 respondents
recognise green buildings a s a k ey
stra tegy to fight clima te cha nge

TOP 3 BEN EF I TS
A S S O CI A T E D W I T H
G R EEN BU I LD I N G S

L o w e r Ca r b o n
E m i s s i o n s ( 72 % )
En viron m e n t a lly
frie n d ly ( 61 % )
Be t t e r h e a lt h a n d
w e l l -b e i n g ( 5 1 % )
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More tha n 9 out of 1 0 respondents viewed
tha t more urgent mea sures should be put
in pla ce for a ll new buildings to be Super
Low Energy buildings

T O P CH A L LE N G E S
S H A R E D B Y PR A CT I T I O N E R S
F OR G R EEN BU I LD I N G S

La ck of ca p it a l/fu n d s/
fin a n cia l in ce n t iv e s
( 78 % )
L a c k o f l e a d e r s h i p b u y -i n
( 65% )
La ck of con su m e r d e m a n d
( 5 7% )

SGBMP TAGLIN E
Address

Improve

Be cost

clima te cha nge

occupa nt comfort

effective

Be environmenta lly
friendly

BUILD OUR
GREEN FUTURE
TOGETHER

Ena ble better a nd sma rter
ma na gement of building
opera tion

POSSI BLE N EXT STEPS FOR SI N GAPORE' S
GREEN BU I LD I N G JOU RN EY
I t is im port a n t t o ra ise
a w a ren ess on t h e b en efit s
of green b u ildin gs t o get
a ll k ey st a k eh olders
on b oa rd.

We n eed t o design
a n d opera t e ou r
b u ildin gs b et t er.

We n eed st ron ger
regu la t ion s t o
ra ise t h e
m in im u m b u ildin g
st a n da rds w h ile
providin g su pport
for b u ildin g
ow n ers t o get
t h ere.
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ONLINE ENGAGEMENT
With the limitations brought about by the
pandemic, a mix of digital engagement initiatives
were introduced from March to November 2020 to
reach out to more members of the public. Digitalbased engagement efforts allowed BCA and SGBC
to reach segments of the population that were not
engaged through more traditional means.
A public engagement survey, aimed at gathering
preliminary insights on the public perception of
green buildings and their readiness to take stronger
action in mitigating climate change as well as
ideas on possible initiatives to further our Green
Buildings journey, was developed and ran from
March to September 2020. Three different versions
of the survey were developed with slight variations
in questions to cater to different core groups: the
public, built environment industry practitioners and
students. Close to 3,500 responses were received,
of which about 65 percent were youths under 35
years old.
To continue the conversation and engagement
with stakeholders, a separate poll to seek built
environment industry practitioners’ views on
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priority areas for green buildings to better respond
to pandemic situations, and potential impact on
carbon emissions from buildings ran from May to
September 2020. Hosted on a dedicated SGBMP
page on the SGBC website, the Mentimeter poll
gathered more than 600 responses.
SGBC conducted a small-group online discussion
to gauge the industry’s views on what Singapore’s
green building aspirations should be. Held during
the International Built Environment Week 2020,
the session was attended by nearly 100 built
environment representatives who aired their views
and perspectives on Singapore’s green building
future through small-group discussions, putting
forward many meaningful insights and food for
thought.
In the final leg of engagement for 2020, a public
poll was carried out to determine the tagline for
the SGBMP. Gathered from public suggestions from
the other digital engagement initiatives, five tagline
options were shortlisted for polling and shared
on the digital platforms of BCA, SGBC and other
SGBMP engagement partners.

THE WAY FORWARD
The feedback and insights gathered from the
SGBMP engagement platforms showed strong
public agreement and awareness on the need
to do more to green the built environment,
with a sense of urgency to take climate action
through green buildings in the next 5-10
years.
The survey findings revealed a gap between
awareness and agreement on individual
responsibility to act. There were also
greater calls for more public education and
awareness on the benefits of green buildings
to encourage behavioural change. BCA and
SGBC will continue engagement initiatives
with key stakeholder groups, including the
youth and homeowners, on green buildings
to close this gap. The industry and community
can look forward to greater engagement
initiatives as we Build our Green Future
Together.
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