Record number of 971 participants showed up at the three-day International Green Building
Conference 2012

Close to 1,000 participants attended the three-day International Green Building Conference
(IGBC) 2012, held at the Sands Expo & Convention Center Singapore from 9-12 October 2012.
They had gathered to listen as more than 79 industry experts and practitioners from real
estate giants, major brands and household names as well as policy-makers from the AsiaPacific and North America, shared their insights on green building issues and trends.
The conference was officially opened by Ms Grace Fu, Minister, Prime Minister’s Office,
Second Minister for the
Environment
and
Water
Resources & Second Minister
for Foreign Affairs.
Mr Tan Tian Chong, SGBC’s
Executive Director said, “The
strong response reflects the
successful organization of the
event and its continued
relevance to the green
building industry – especially
with Asia becoming a magnet
for green developments – not just buildings, but new innovative technologies and ideas to
engage the community at large in the green building movement.”

Mr Tai Lee Siang, President of SGBC added, “The increased participation by professionals and
managers- especially from developers and building owners, indicates that they are now more
aware of the economic and socio-environmental value of green buildings. Beyond the building
industry, we also observed growing interest by other communities such as tenants, retailers,
facility managers, and financial institutions. This shows that we have adopted the right
strategy to reach out to a wider target audience this year.”
“There is also a growing trend among building users and tenants towards supporting green
buildings, prompted partly by rising energy costs. With the launch of the new Green Mark
Schemes for data centres and major retail establishments by BCA at the IGBC, there is even
more reason for developers and building professionals to opt for green buildings.”
“Thus the surge of interest in green building products, solutions and services. We have
witnessed the growing role of our certification scheme as more developers and consumers
look for truly green products and services. We are very encouraged by the positive response
we received for the launch of SGBC’s Green Services certification at the IGBC – the first such
certification in Singapore.”
When asked for feedback on the conference, participants gave accolades.
One participant – Mr Stefan Datcu from BYME Singapore commented, “I found the conference
presentations of high- engineering standard, relevant for green building solutions in
Singapore.”
Another participant, Mr Erwin R. Casaclang from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) who
attended the conference said, “Most of the topics that I attended were relevant to the
greening initiatives being done here in our organization. The directions that SGBC and BCA are
taking towards greening the building industry is something that needs to be replicated in other
countries. Topics on retrofit of existing buildings, green leasing and focus on energy
performance are some of the highlights that I will be bringing to our organization as new
learning.”
IGBC was also well-supported by industry leaders and partners.
Mr Tai added, “We are extremely grateful to our 50 sponsors and supporting partners in
making IGBC 2012 a record success. It’s a great opportunity to partner these green champions
in their respective fields. IGBC 2012 is a showcase of synergy of government, industry and
community leadership in influencing green action towards sustainable built environments.”
IGBC 2012 covered nine extensive tracks and six workshops. These workshops offered crucial
insights on the green economy and new solutions/ innovations for a sustainable built
environment.
For more information on IGBC 2012, please visit www.sgbw.com.sg.

