SGBC-SIBL Joint Seminar
Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) and Singapore Institute of Building Limited (SIBL)
jointly organised a seminar on the theme ‘Holistic Approach to Sustainable Development’ on
Friday, 22 February 2013.
Held on a Friday evening, 22 February 2013, the event was well received and was an
intellectually stimulating session for over seventy participants.
After an opening address by SGBC President, Mr
Tai Lee Siang, the seminar got off to a start with
the first presenter setting the stage for sustainable
development in Singapore. The first presentation
was delivered by Mr Toh Eng Shyan, Director,
Green Mark Department (Existing Buildings),
Building and Construction Authority (BCA). Mr
Toh shared on BCA’s initiatives to green
Singapore’s existing building stock, which
includes upcoming legislation for existing
buildings, Green Mark Incentives, and financing
schemes to help building owners offset the cost of retrofits.

Dr Chen Fangzhi, Senior Scientist, Solar Energy
Research Institute of Singapore (SERIS) of
National University of Singapore followed up by
focusing on the role played by the building
envelope in achieving sustainability.
He
highlighted that with the increasing focus on
occupant comfort and building energy efficiency,
fenestrations would be the new focal point of
tropical green building innovations in Singapore.
Fenestrations include windows, glazing, curtain walls and skylights, which are also key
components in determining a building’s design.
The third presentation and demonstration was delivered by a team from IMAGINiT Technologies
(S) Pte Ltd. BIM Consultant Mr Erwin Lester
Aguirre provided an introduction by sharing on
industry trends and the value of BIM Modeling
in planning and designing a sustainable building
- BIM can be a very useful tool in the conceptual
massing of a building. Mr Jimmy Lee, Business
Manager, continued by demonstrating the
capabilities of BIM in analysing Daylight,
Climate, Active Cooling and Building Usage on
Environmental Impact. The last speaker, BIM
Consultant Mr Ashok Kumar, focused on the construction stage, operations phase and
ARCHIBUS Energy Management.
The seminar came to an end with a closing address
by SIBL President, Mr Peter Chua. SGBC and SIBL
celebrated the Lunar New Year with a joyful ‘Lo Hei’
after the seminar, followed by a dinner for all
seminar participants, speakers and guests. The
event provided a valuable opportunity for members
of both associations to network and build contacts,
with conversation and laughter flowing freely over
the sumptuous dinner.

