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Ladies and Gentlemen
A very good morning and a warm welcome to the Joint Opening of
the Singapore Green Building Week, International Green Building
Conference, and BEX Asia Exhibition.
International Green Building Conference
2

It is heartening to see so many of you here today, ready to

exchange views on the latest solutions to green the buildings that we
build, use and live in. Many of us are likely to be converts of the green
1

building movement, having long been convinced of the benefits of green
buildings.

However, joining us in this week’s International Green

Building Conference and the various Green Building Week events are
new friends from beyond our traditional gathering of building
professionals – who have come to join in this global conversation on the
green building movement.
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The building industry has hit a point where industry buy-in has

been achieved, thanks in no small part to the efforts of the Building and
Construction Authority. The next battle is for the hearts and minds of the
people – the average man-on-the-street.

Thus, the decision by the

Singapore Green Building Council (or SGBC) to select as our
conference theme this year: “Green Community, Green Action”.
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Over the next few days, you will hear insights from real estate

giants, major brands and household names. They will share with you
why going green is good for business and how they have reaped not just
intangible, but real benefits in the process.
Youth for Eco-Sustainability (YES) Programme
5

IGBC will be taking a younger and more vibrant twist this year as

part of our outreach efforts to target the young – the nation’s future
“green” leaders and consumers.
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SGBC has organised a special “Youth for Eco-Sustainability” or

YES Programme, for the youths to hear inspiring messages from some
of our younger industry colleagues and at the same time express their
passion and support for the green cause to save our planet. They will
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take part in the inaugural Green Quiz and the very unique eco-Pop or ePop contest – a creative song-and-dance competition. So. for those of
you who would like to join the fun and see how the young can support
the green cause, please put on your cool dancing shoes to do the e-Pop
with us at our YES event during the last day of the conference !
New Green Growth : Launch of Singapore Green Services
Certification and MOU with Vietnam Green Building Council
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Going green is certainly in hot demand. Global demand for green

products and services has shot up over the years and is on a fast-growth
trajectory.
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The Asian Development Bank (ADB) estimates that the global

environmental market could be worth more at USD$607 billion (2005)
and could potentially rise to US$836 billion by 2015. Notably, it is in the
developing countries that the environmental market is undergoing an
explosion. Compared to the global annual growth rate of 3% between
1996 and 2001, environmental markets in developing countries grew at
7-8% over the same period. Growth in the Asia and Pacific region is
expected to triple by 2015 making it the fastest growing region for
environmental goods and services in the world. In terms of employment,
the implications of this are enormous.
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The green economy is also a big job creator. Up to 100 million new

green jobs worldwide (2% of the total future global workforce) could be
created by 2030, according to the Asia Business Council (ABC). In the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) alone, the ABC recorded more than
3,000 daily postings for green jobs in 2009, followed by India and the
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Republic of Korea (henceforth Korea). In contrast, traditional carbonintensive industries like mining industries have experienced a steady
decline.
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All this presents great business opportunities for Singapore as well

as everyone in the green value chain from green manufacturers to the
green professionals.
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Given the strong demand and to further expand and promote the

green building movement,

SGBC has decided to expand our

Certification Scheme from Green Products, to now cover

Green

Services. as well.
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Since its inception in 2010, SGBC’s Product Certification Scheme

has grown to now include some 170 green products. The Certification
Scheme has not only encouraged the use of green products, but also
motivated manufacturers to go green in their production and process
management.
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Similarly, the SGBC’s Green Services certification will recognise

Building Consultants committed to supporting the green movement, by
developing their in-house capabilities and competencies; adopting green
corporate practices; and by being a strong advocate for sustainability in
the delivery of their design and services. These attributes, if practised
collectively, will lead to a major shift in the green movement, becoming a
way of life for the industry.
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The first phase of the Services Certification has zeroed in on the

main building consultants directly involved with green building planning
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and design, such as Architectural firms, Mechanical & Electrical
Consultants, and Energy Consultants. The next phase will extend to
other kinds of services including facility management, quantity surveyors
and other services associated with buildings. We target to certify up to
30 firms by 2013.
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SGBC worked tirelessly to expand our green certification beyond

Singapore. We will be signing another MOU with our regional
counterpart – the Vietnam Green Building Council (VGBC) today. This is
the third MOU which we have signed this year. We signed MOUs with
China Green Building Council (CGBC) in March and with Green Building
Council of Indonesia (GBCI) in April.
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Through these collaborations, we hope to further our green

advocacy and achieve wider recognition for SGBC’s Green certification
schemes. This is good for Singapore and good for business. Singapore
can strengthen its position as the Green Hub of Asia while our green
products and services can gain more export channels and markets.
Conclusion
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Finally, I would like to say that all of us here today have a role to

play and I am glad to find so many like-minded industry colleagues here,
especially those who have specially travelled from countries overseas to
join us for meetings and discussions. I look forward to being a part of the
Green dialogue taking place over the next few days and I wish you all a
delightful, and fruitful time at the IGBC.
Thank you.
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