Mar – Apr 2013

1. President’s Message

Greetings from the Singapore Green Building Council!
SGBC held our elections recently to select the leaders that will represent us in 2013-2015. We are
heartened by the fact that so many of our members expressed an interest in sharing their vision for SGBC
and even more took the time to submit their votes. Though not all of us can serve all the Board, we can
definitely play an active role in shaping SGBC’s plans and the direction for Singapore’s sustainable
development. With the election of the new Board, I will be handing over the reins to Mr Ng Eng Kiong, the
new SGBC President, but continue to serve in my new capacity as Immediate Past President.
I have always believed that Singapore is one of the Greenest cities in the world but the work is never
complete. We have much to offer in our interpretation of sustainable high-density living. The greening of
our built environment has focused thus far mostly on the form of buildings and the building systems and
technology therein. I believe the emphasis should now progress to the many products that go into the
construction of a building. A green building must be made up of 100% green products. Only then will
building users be able to fully experience and reap all the benefits of a green building.
One way to spur demand for green buildings and products is to create a virtuous cycle for green buildings.
An enlightened public will demand better buildings and green products. Building professionals will need to
deliver greener buildings; and as users gain an appreciation of green buildings, this will create a more
sophisticated demand and result in higher green standards for buildings over time. That is the reason why
even though SGBC is a corporate organisation, we must spare no effort to educate the next generation as
they shape the choices of tomorrow. SGBC’s Green Schools Initiative has been launched and in the coming
months, we will invite members to be part of this Initiative. I hope you will join me in reaching out to our
youths.

Best Wishes,
Tai Lee Siang

2. News & Information
Latest SGBC News
New SGBC Board 2013/15
The new team to lead SGBC for the term 2013-2015 has been elected. In accordance with SGBC’s
constitution, a majority of the members of the Board are representatives of institutions or government
bodies. The Board has also appointed 2 Honorary Advisors. SGBC is pleased to present the new members
of the Board:
President
Immediate Past President
1st Vice-President
2nd Vice-President
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Technical Coordinator
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Honorary Advisor
Honorary Advisor

Mr Ng Eng Kiong
Mr Tai Lee Siang
Mr Chia Ngiang Hong
Mr Tan Tian Chong
Dr Johnny Wong
Ms Foo Peng Er
Mr Tan Siong Leng
Mr Tan Swee Yiow
Mr Eugene Seah
Dr Sitaraman Chandra Sekhar
Dr Tseng King Jet
Mr Koh Kim Hock
Ms Vivien Heng
Dr Ho Nyok Yong
Mr Seah Choo Meng
Mr Pek Lian Guan
Mr Lee Chuan Seng
Dr Lee Siew Eang

Squire Mech Pte Ltd
Singapore Institute of Architects
City Developments Ltd
Building and Construction Authority
Housing and Development Board
CapitaLand Limited
Urban Redevelopment Authority
Keppel Land Int’l Limited
Langdon & Seah Singapore Pte Ltd
Centre for Total Bldg Performance, NUS
Energy Research Institute, NTU
National Environment Agency
RSP Architects Planners & Engineers P/L
Singapore Contractors Association Ltd
Society of Project Managers
Tiong Seng Contractors Limited
Beca Carter Hollings & Ferner (SEA) P/L
Centre for Total Bldg Performance, NUS

Green Schools Initiative (GSI)
SGBC launched the Green Schools Initiative in January 2013 to equip students and schools with an
understanding of the role that buildings play in environmental sustainability, and the impact that building
design and technology have on the performance of buildings.
SGBC is working with partners to develop a set of sustainability-themed training resources and once this is
ready, we will invite SGBC Members to sign up as volunteers to deliver this awareness-building programme
to schools. Companies are encouraged to join this programme as part of outreach or corporate citizenry
efforts. This is a good way for practitioners to derive greater meaning from their work - by sharing their
knowledge with the youth who will shape the built environment of tomorrow.
Under the GSI platform, companies who have technologies suitable for schools and who are keen to
contribute their products, equipment and skills to schools can also contact SGBC, who will help to facilitate
tie-ups with suitable schools.
BCA-SGBC Green Building Individual Awards 2013
The nominations for the annual BCA-SGBC Green Building Individual Awards (GBIA) closed on 8 February
2013. The awards are presented by SGBC and the Building and Construction Authority (BCA) to recognise
individuals in the building and construction sector for their contribution and achievements in the greening

of the built environment. A total of 22 applications were received, with 13 applicants also eligible for
Young GBIA.
The number of applications received was as follows:
 4 for Green Architect
 5 for Green Engineer
 10 for Green Advocate
 3 for Green Innovator
The submissions are being evaluated by the assessment panel and winners will be announced in May 2013.
SGBC Events
Selected event highlights are presented below and members may log-in to SGBC’s website www.sgbc.sg to
view selected presentation slides of conferences and seminar.
Joint Seminar with Singapore Institute of Building Limited (SIBL)
SGBC held a joint seminar with the Singapore Institute of Building Limited (SIBL) on the theme ‘Holistic
Approach to Sustainable Development’ on Friday, 22 February 2013 and this was followed by a ‘Lo Hei’
Dinner to celebrate the Lunar New Year. The event was well received and attracted over seventy
participants.
The seminar featured speakers from BCA, the Solar Energy Research Institute of Singapore (SERIS) of
National University of Singapore, and IMAGINiT Technologies (S) Pte Ltd. They provided perspectives on
the greening of Singapore’s existing buildings; the critical role played by the building envelope in achieving
environmental sustainability; and the use of Building Information Modelling (BIM) tools in designing a
sustainable building.

3. Green Building Council (GBC) Network News
WorldGBC – The Business Case for Green Building
WorldGBC has launched an excellent new report to investigate the costs and benefits of green building,
and looks into the impacts that a greener built environment can have at a macro scale and how this can be
achieved. It attempts to attach a financial value to the benefits of green buildings, which is crucial
information for real estate lenders and the investment community.
Some of the key findings of the Report include:
 Building green need not necessarily cost more, particularly when the right strategies are integrated
into the development process right from the start;
 Buildings with better sustainability credentials enjoy increased marketability;
 Energy savings in green buildings typically exceed any design and construction cost premiums
within a reasonable payback period;
 Despite improved worker productivity, health and well-being, indoor environmental quality has not
been a priority in building design and financial decision-making;
 Sustainability risk factors can significantly affect the rental income and future value of real estate
assets. Regulatory risks are rising all around the world, including mandatory disclosure, building
codes and laws banning inefficient buildings; and



National economic priorities such as climate change mitigation, energy security, resource
conservation and job creation, long-term resilience and quality of life can be achieved by the
greening of our built environment.

McGraw Hill - World Green Building Trends
Complementing the WorldGBC’s report is another newly-launched study by McGraw Hill, developed in
partnership with United Technologies - "World Green Building Trends - Business Benefits Driving New and
Retrofit Market Opportunities in Over 60 Countries". The report is based on a study of global green
building trends and aims to discern the drivers of the green building marketplace. It is clear that green
building is growing across the globe and has become a business imperative.
Singapore respondents reported that they expect close to 40% growth between 2012 and 2015 for greenrelated work. In particular, green retrofit and renovation projects are planned by 69% of firms, the highest
response amongst countries surveyed. Across the entire sample from 62 countries, green building activity
is increasing, with owner and consultant respondents most dedicated to green building.
SGBC has obtained both reports and they are available for download under Members Login of SGBC’s
website www.sgbc.sg.

4. United Nations Environment Programme – Sustainable Buildings & Climate Initiative (UNEPSBCI) News
Developing Building Sector NAMAs in Asia
UNEP has embarked on a project to develop Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs)
specifically for the building sector in Asia. NAMAs are actions that countries undertake as part of a
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The focus of this project is on four priority countries in
the region (Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam) and UNEP will work with partners to assess
opportunities for NAMAs in the respective building sectors, and to develop and refine tools to meet
‘measurable, reportable and verifiable’ (MRV) standards.
BCA’s Centre for Sustainable Buildings is one of the implementing partners in the project. Other partners
include the UNEP- Regional Office for Asia Pacific in Bangkok, the UNEP-RISOE Centre near Copenhagen,
Tsinghua University in Beijing, and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) in New Delhi. The project is
part of the International Climate Initiative, which is supported by the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU).

5. Certification Highlights
SGBC launched the much anticipated Green Product assessment criterion for carpets in February 2013.
The environmental effects arising from the manufacture, use and disposal of synthetic carpets can now be
addressed and mitigated by focusing on carpets’ recycled component of face-fibre and backing;
refurbishment and other waste minimisation initiatives; dyeing processes; and volatile organic compound
(VOC) emissions. The types of carpets certifiable under SGBC’s Green Carpet criteria include Axminister,
broadloom and carpet tiles. We are confident that the introduction of certified Green Carpets will assist in
shaping designers’ choice and contribute towards the improvement of indoor air quality in offices and
buildings.

The assessment criterion for Green Roof is scheduled to be rolled out at the end of March 2013. With the
increased coverage of rooftops with various types of plants and growing medium, the conversion from
conventional to ‘green’ roofs has reaped several benefits for buildings and the environment, such as
creating a habitat for wildlife, absorbing rainwater, providing insulation, and helping to lower urban air
temperatures to combat the heat island effect. The launch of the Green Roof criteria is timely and in line
with HDB’s Greenprint for a more sustainable public housing. Greater green roof coverage on buildings
will help contribute towards Singapore’s goal for a more sustainable built environment.

6. Membership
SGBC is pleased to welcome 20 new Corporate Members. For more information on our new members,
please visit here.

7. Upcoming Events
SGBC would like to highlight the Annual General Meeting 2013, which will be held at the BCA Academy on
21 March (Thurs). The AGM will be held after an exclusive lunchtime talk for members on Business
Opportunities in Emerging Economies. Speakers will be sharing on the prospects in Myanmar, India and
China.

Date

Event

21 March
11am – 4pm

Lunchtime Talk on Business Opportunities in Emerging Markets, followed by
Annual General Meeting (AGM) at 2pm

4 April
8.30am – 1pm

Joint Seminar with BCA and REDAS

3 May

Joint Seminar with Langdon & Seah

30 May

Members’ Evening with Interface

June

Joint Seminar with Housing and Development Board

July

Joint Seminar with Singapore Contractors Association Limited (SCAL)

August

Members’ Evening with Autodesk

11-13 Sept

International Green Building Conference 2013

12 Sept

SGBC 4th Anniversary Dinner

More information can be found at www.sgbc.sg/events. Please register for events at events@sgbc.sg.
Kindly provide your name, contact details, designation and organization in your email.

8. Contact Us
We welcome news and views from members. Please get in touch with our Secretariat team if you would
like to share any news and information, or find out more about latest happenings.
Department

Name

Email

Main Line: 6634 5518

General Manager

Ms Yvonne Soh

Yvonne_Soh@sgbc.sg

Ext 108

Ms Candy Tan
Manager

Candy_Tan@sgbc.sg

Ext 102

Ms Judy Poh
Asst Manager

Judy_Poh@sgbc.sg

Ext 109

Ms Vivian Feng
Executive

Vivian_Feng@sgbc.sg

Ext 107

Mr Goh Su-Liang
Manager

Suliang_Goh@sgbc.sg

Ext 113

Ms Serena Teo
Asst Manager

Serena_Teo@sgbc.sg

Ext 106

Ms Amy Lim
Executive

Amy_Lim@sgbc.sg

Ext 105

Marketing & Events

Certification &
Technology

