July - August 2013

1. President’s Message
Greetings from the Singapore Green Building Council!
It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Mr Tai Lee Siang for being appointed to
the World Green Building Council’s Board of Directors. With the new line-up of
WorldGBC Board and now 97 GBCs globally, the World Green Building movement is
growing exponentially and SGBC is well-placed to tap on the vast knowledge and
expertise in the GBC network. SGBC is fully behind Mr Tai’s efforts to contribute to
the global green building industry.
There is a lot in store for the industry in the coming months, with the 3rd Green
Building Masterplan taking shape. Greater emphasis will be placed on shaping consumer choices and
practices. Green building products will receive greater support to ensure that building designers and
specifiers consider the environmental impact of building materials, fittings & fixtures, building systems and
solutions.
The Singapore Green Building Week will take place from 9 to 13 September and I would like to highlight 3
key events: SGBC Pavilion at BEX Asia 2013; International Green Building Conference; and SGBC 4th
Anniversary Dinner. These premier business platforms will bring together building professionals, experts,
and policymakers to share ideas, collaborate and learn from one another to achieve a shared sustainable
vision for the future – a great opportunity to network and gain insights on the latest green trends. SGBC is
excited to be celebrating our 4th year of success in inspiring a greener Singapore and we welcome all to
join us.

Best Wishes,
Ng Eng Kiong
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2. News & Information
Latest SGBC News
Tai Lee Siang, SGBC Immediate Past President, elected to WorldGBC Board
SGBC is proud to announce that Mr Tai Lee Siang has been appointed to the World Green Building
Council’s Board of Directors. Mr Tai served as SGBC President from 2011 to 2013 and was 1st VicePresident from 2009 to 2011. Under his leadership, many strong ties had been forged with the various
GBCs in Asia and he is keen to continue to be a conduit for more dialogue between Asia and the WorldGBC.
Mr Tai is also a keen advocate for bringing in the community into the green building movement and looks
forward to expanding the space for partnerships.
With the appointment of Mr Tai, SGBC Honorary Advisor Mr Lee Chuan Seng has stepped down from the
WorldGBC Board. Mr Lee is the Founding President of SGBC and served on the WorldGBC Board from
2010-2013.
International Panel of Experts Meeting on 3rd Green Building Masterplan
BCA convened the meeting of the International Panel of Experts on Sustainability of the Built Environment
from 24 - 26 June. SGBC is honoured to have contributed to the discussions for the 3rd Green Building
Masterplan and looks forward to taking an active role in driving the Singapore building industry forward.
Greater focus will be placed on shaping consumer choices and practices to generate a ground-up demand
for green buildings. Green building products will also receive greater emphasis to ensure that building
designers and specifiers consider the environmental impact of building materials, fittings & fixtures,
building systems and solutions.
The 3rd Green Building Masterplan is expected to be launched officially in September during the Singapore
Green Building Week.
Lighting Technology Centre
In line with the emphasis on achieving greater energy efficiency in buildings under the 3rd Green Building
Masterplan, SGBC is exploring the feasibility of setting up a Lighting Technology Centre to facilitate the
development of good lighting design and keep track of technology advancements. A focus group discussion
had been held in May and further consultations will be conducted, including with overseas institutions.
Members who wish to contribute suggestions or assistance are invited to contact SGBC Secretariat at
certification@sgbc.sg.
Urban Sustainability R&D Congress 2013
The 2nd Urban Sustainability R&D Congress, organised by the Ministry of National Development and
partner agencies, was held from 27 - 28 June. The biennial Congress is a national platform for government
agencies, research institutes and the private sector to come together to discuss R&D responses to national
urban sustainability challenges. The theme this year was “Creating a Future-Ready City – Liveable,
Sustainable and Resource-Resilient”. For more information, please visit MND website.
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Innovation Grant (iGrant) for Green Buildings
A number of R&D initiatives were announced at the Congress, of which one would be of interest to SGBC
members – the $5 million Innovation Grant (iGrant) for Green Buildings. MND has set aside a $5 million
innovation grant to help the building and construction value-chain (developers, consultants, builders and
suppliers) to conduct small-scale R&D projects which are generally not required for core business but will
help to expand their capability in planning and integrating design.
Unlike conventional R&D funds which are directed at researchers, the iGrant is intended for projects that
are close to market adoption. Applications for the iGrant will be assessed on a 2-stage evaluation process,
where eligible projects will be funded for Stage 1: Proof of Concept Study, followed by Stage 2: Project
Implementation.
The iGrant is expected to open for applications very soon and SGBC will notify members once details are
available.

SGBC Events
Joint Seminars with Partners
The months of May and June were busy ones for knowledge building. A total of 5 seminars on various
aspects of the sustainability of the built environment were held in partnership with the following SGBC
members:
3 May:
14 May:
30 May:
6 June:
3 July:

Langdon & Seah Singapore – The Ultimate 3Ps of Sustainability
Carrier – Distinguished Sustainability Lecture Series
Interface – Design for Life
Autodesk-BCA Academy – Leadership in Green Building
BCA Academy-Real Estate Developers’ Association of Singapore – Unfold the True Value of Green Retrofits

Presentation materials of all the seminars have been uploaded onto SGBC website under Member’s Login.
SGBC members are encouraged to make use of their membership accounts to access useful information on
the latest best practices and technology development in green buildings.

3. Green Building Council (GBC) Network News
David Gottfried Global Green Building Entrepreneurship Award
Nominations for the David Gottfried Global Green Building Entrepreneurship Award are open and close on
31 August. The Award is presented by the WorldGBC and recognises individuals whose contribution to the
global green building movement has been shown to be unique, innovative and entrepreneurial. Candidates
have to be nominated by others so if you know someone whose contribution to the global green building
movement has been exceptional, do let us know.
For more information on the Award, please visit the WorldGBC at http://www.worldgbc.org/activities/davidgottfried-award/.
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World Green Building Congress (16-18 Oct)
The WorldGBC Congress for 2013 is being organised by the Green Building Council of South Africa (GBCSA).
It will be held from 16 – 18 October in Cape Town, South Africa. The Congress will bring together
international green building community to share best practices and receive updates on policy frameworks
and investment forecasts. There will also be the opportunity to experience an innovation-rich expo floor
filled with the latest in products, technologies and service delivery platforms.

US Greenbuild (20-22 Nov)
The Greenbuild Conference and Expo 2013 by USGBC will be held in Philadelphia, US from 20 – 22
November. Former US Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton will be gracing the event as the Opening
Plenary Keynote Speaker. USGBC turns 20 in 2013 and Greenbuild 2013 will be an exciting celebration of
the US green building movement.
SGBC members who intend to visit Greenbuild are encouraged to book hotel accommodation and
conference passes early (Early Bird fees end on 9 September) as prices tend to rise closer to the date with
restricted choices of hotels. Please update our Secretariat Team at events@sgbc.sg if you wish to be kept
updated on special plans for the Singapore delegation.

4. Singapore Green Building Week (9 – 13 September)
Sustainable Building (SB) Conference
The BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings (BCA CSB) and the National University of Singapore (NUS) are
organizing the Sustainable Building Conference 2013 (SB13), which will be held at Marina Bay Sands from 9
– 10 September. The conference focuses on peer reviewed papers, regional policy papers, plenary sessions
and exhibition displays, with participation encouraged from researchers, practitioners, stakeholders, policy
makers, investors, students as well as users.
For more details on SB13 Singapore, please visit: www.sbsingapore.org.

International Green Building Conference (IGBC) 2013
The International Green Building Conference 2013 will be held from 11 – 13 September at Marina Bay
Sands. Organised by BCA, the theme for this year’s IGBC is ‘Build Green. Live Green’. IGBC 2013 aims to
inspire a holistic focus on resource efficiency and environmental sustainability as core to driving business
strategies and innovation throughout an organisation. The conference is expected to attract more than
1,000 participants from over 30 countries, and will be a congregation of ideas, collaboration and learning.
For more information, please visit http://www.sgbw.com.sg/.

BUILD ECO XPO (BEX) Asia 2013 - SGBC Pavilion
BEX Asia 2013 will be held alongside the IGBC from 11 – 13 September at the Sands Expo and Convention
Centre. The trade exhibition is Southeast Asia’s premier business platform for the sustainable built
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environment and provides a one-stop sourcing solution for the latest products, technologies and service
delivery platforms for green building design and development. SGBC is a strategic partner of BEX Asia 2013
together with BCA.
SGBC Pavilion will feature solutions from SGBC members with emphasis on SGBC- certified Green Building
Product solutions for Green Mark and environmental sustainability. Limited booths are still available under
SGBC Pavilion and members who are keen to be identified with SGBC’s focus on green products and
solutions are invited to contact our Secretariat Team at events@sgbc.sg.
SGBC 4th Anniversary Dinner
SGBC will celebrate our 4th Anniversary with an Annual Dinner on 12 September at Marina Bay Sands. The
event promises to be a delightful evening of networking with industry peers and recognition of
achievements. Details on the booking of tables will be out soon so keep a look out for more information
from our Secretariat Team.

5. Certification Highlights
Launch of more Disciplines for Green Services Certification
SGBC currently offers certification of Architectural, M&E Engineering and ESD consultancy services, with a
total of 26 services meeting the standards so far. The scheme recognises the efforts of firms in adopting
sustainability concepts in the delivery of their design and services, as well as in the management of their
practices. Next in line for the Green Services Certification scheme are Energy Performance Contracting
(EPC) and Quantity Surveying (QS) services. These are expected to be launched during the Singapore Green
Building Week in September 2013. Members who are keen to contribute to the development of
assessment criteria or to be part of the scheme are invited to contact our Secretariat Team at
certification@sgbc.sg.

Joint Certification Collaboration by HDB and SGBC
The joint certification scheme by HDB and SGBC has received a very positive response from companies
listed under HDB’s Approved Materials List. A total of 77 products have registered for the scheme, which is
a strong testimony of support from the industry for HDB’s efforts to adopt a green approach to public
housing.

Re-Classification of Product Categories
The construction industry is rapidly adopting Building Information Modelling (BIM) as a solution to
integrate the design process and improve workflow. SGBC has undertaken a review of our product
categorisation to ensure that SGBC-certified products can be readily identified and remain the preferred
choice of design consultants and specifiers. Current product categories will be re-classified progressively
according to the Construction Electronic Measurement Standards (CEMS) framework to prepare for the
development of a SGBC-certified BIM object library in the future.
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6. Membership
SGBC is pleased to welcome 12 new Corporate Members. For more information on our new members,
please visit New Members (Jul-Aug 2013).pdf.

7. Upcoming Events
Date

Event

18 – 19 Jul

Tropical Subtropical Green Building Council Alliance Forum

9-10 Sep

Sustainable Building Conference 2013 (SB13)
BEX Asia 2013

11-13 Sep
International Green Building Conference 2013
12 Sep

SGBC 4th Anniversary Dinner

19-20 Sep

World Green Roof Congress 2013

2 Oct

Republic Polytechnic Technology Day 2013

16-18 Oct

World Green Building Congress 2013

Oct

SGBC - Housing and Development Board (HDB) Seminar

7-9 Nov

GreenUrbanScape Asia 2013

20-22 Nov

US Green Build 2013

Nov

SGBC – Jurong Town Corporation (JTC) Seminar

More information can be found at www.sgbc.sg/events. Please register your interest in our events by
contacting our Secretariat Team at events@sgbc.sg. Kindly provide your name, contact details, designation
and organization in your email.
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8. Contact Us
We welcome news and views from members. Please get in touch with our Secretariat team if you would
like to share any news and information, or find out more about latest happenings.
Department

Name

Email

Main Line: 6634 5518

General Manager

Ms Yvonne Soh

Yvonne_Soh@sgbc.sg

Ext 108

Ms Tham Kai Wai
Manager

Kaiwai_Tham@sgbc.sg

Ext 102

Ms Judy Poh
Asst Manager

Judy_Poh@sgbc.sg

Ext 109

Ms Vivian Feng
Executive

Vivian_Feng@sgbc.sg

Ext 107

Mr Goh Su-Liang
Manager

Suliang_Goh@sgbc.sg

Ext 113

Ms Amy Lim
Executive

Amy_Lim@sgbc.sg

Ext 105

Mr Jesper Tan
Executive

Jesper_Tan@sgbc.sg

Ext 111

Marketing & Events

Certification &
Technology
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