28 January 2014

Dear All
As incoming Chair of the World Green Building Council, I’d like to wish you a very
happy New Year, and to thank Rick for his service as Chair over the past two years.
So let’s hope that 2014 has good things in store for our movement, our GBCs, and all
of us!
The last year or two have seen WorldGBC ‘coming of age’ in many ways, as we
mature into an influential global organisation. We’re still not quite sure what we want
to be when we grow up, but that’s a process and we’re getting there! A good sense
of that came out at Congress last year and at the Shamwari strategy session – and
I’d like to thank you for the many positive messages we got following Congress. It
was wonderful to have everyone out here in South Africa, but what stood out for me
was the sense of common purpose, camaraderie and fun that people from over 40
different countries had over the whole week. And it was all part of trying to save the
world!
Thank you also for the many warm messages we received on the death of Nelson
Mandela last year. It was a strange time in South Africa – a sadness at his passing,
but also a real sense of celebration of his life and values. His approach of
reconciliation, morality and fairness after 27 years in prison created a huge sense of
goodwill, unity and potential in our divided country. Clearly ‘GBC-ans’ were touched
by his humanity, as well as, maybe, relating to that sense of “what could be” when
people are inspired to work together for a better society or environment.
Then, thanks to Rick Fedrizzi: Rick, on behalf of the whole WorldGBC, thank you for
your Chairmanship over the past two years. The organisation has grown dramatically
and prospered in that time. Well, actually, thanks not just for Chairing WorldGBC, but
for founding the whole movement, and for your leadership, determination and
inspiration since the beginning!
Rick’s New Year letter of 20 December was, to me, really inspirational. It seemed to
encapsulate in such clear and simple terms what we're trying to do - the big picture
and how it all fits together. ‘Places that protect our planet and nourish our souls'. I've
pinned it up on my wall!
Well, I had the most wonderful holiday: three weeks at a remote place called Kentonon-Sea in the Eastern Cape (close to Shamwari where we had our strategy session,
for those who were there!). Lying on the beach, with perfect weather and a warm,
blue sea, it was really hard to imagine that our planet is under threat! But then, when
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we got the occasional newspaper (a couple of days late!) the headlines brought it
home: "Icy conditions in Europe and the USA", "extreme weather causes loss of life"
etc, etc. It is real and it’s increasing in urgency – which of course is why we do what
we do!
WorldGBC and the 100 country GBC members has to be one of the most powerful
movements in the world in terms of fighting climate change – we create change on
the ground and in people's attitudes. And it's not only climate change – we address a
whole host of the biggest challenges facing our global society.
Our challenge is how do we as a movement accelerate our effectiveness in each
country and at the global level? How do we get to the 'tipping point' where societies
overcome sceptics and vested interests and do what they need to do to operate
within the limits set by our fragile ecosystem? Because we know that it can be done
– we’re showing the way – and we’re making such great progress in so many
countries around the world.
In developing countries we’re aware of the need to address social and economic
challenges as well, and, increasingly, we see the need for new rules to run our global
economy and new ways of doing business, to ensure greater equity and justice.
It’s a daunting agenda, and time is short. But, with our very capable CEO, Jane
Henley and her team, and the energies of 100 GBCs, and their 28,000 member
companies, we’re making an impact.
And, to go back to Nelson Mandela: “It always seems impossible until it’s done!”
In Africa there’s the concept of ‘Ubuntu’ – a universal bond of sharing that connects
all humanity. To me the GBC movement embodies this concept: 100 countries
connected, sharing and creating a better world for all… it’s very powerful.
Good luck for the year ahead!
Regards,
Bruce Kerswill
Chair
World Green Building Council
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