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For Immediate Release

Launch of Green Schools Initiative
Singapore, 22 January 2013 – The Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) has
launched a new programme for schools - the Green Schools Initiative.

The

programme aims to equip students and schools with an understanding of the role that
buildings play in environmental sustainability, and the impact that building design and
technology have on the performance of buildings. Green Schools Initiative is built on
the foundation laid by Project Green Insights - SGBC’s recently completed schools
project on smarter buildings that was funded by the IBM Centennial Grant.
Under the Green Schools Initiative, SGBC will develop a set of sustainability-themed
training resources that will help students and schools better appreciate the various
aspects of a building that makes it ‘green’ and the practices that can be adopted to
enhance a building’s environmental performance.

The delivery of this awareness-

building programme will be by building industry practitioners, who will be drawn from
SGBC’s member companies. Companies can volunteer to join this programme as part
of outreach or corporate citizenry efforts.

Surbana International Consultants, an

international building consultancy and township development firm, is a SGBC member
keen to be part of the programme. Said Owen Wee, Vice-President (Architectural),
“The construction industry has been moving ahead with sustainable design, but
consumers generally still lack the understanding of the value, as well as the impact, of
a sustainably-designed building and environment. By joining the Green Schools
Initiative, we hope to build not just a future generation who will appreciate sustainability
issues, but who can immediately bring the green message to their parents - the current
generation of consumers.”

The other aspect of the Green Schools Initiative relates to the technical infrastructure
of schools. The Initiative will provide a platform for companies who wish to contribute to
the greening of schools by providing know-how and technology. SGBC’s Green
Schools Initiative will match companies/ technologies with suitable schools. Lutron GL
Limited, a leader in the lighting control industry, has indicated interest in being part of
the Green Schools Initiative. Seng Boon Liang, Director of Sales said, “We are keen to
demonstrate the ease with which our lighting controls can be installed, and how
optimal lighting conditions can be achieved and yet deliver energy savings.”
Said Tai Lee Siang, President, SGBC, “As a building sector non-profit, SGBC fully
understands the potential that buildings have to help create a better living environment
for all. We are excited to bring this knowledge to schools through the Green Schools
Initiative: to help educate and inspire a new generation of building users. For our
member companies, this is a meaningful way for us to contribute back to society
through the school community. By sharing our expertise and technologies, we hope to
further engage stakeholders in schools and drive the market transformation and
demand for green buildings.”
###

About Singapore Green Building Council
Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) was set up in 2009 to propel Singapore's
building and construction industry towards environmental sustainability. SGBC
promotes green building design, practices and technologies; integrates green initiatives
into mainstream design, construction and operation of buildings; as well as enhances
capacity and professionalism to support the wider adoption of green building
development and practices in Singapore.

SGBC, an established member of World Green Building Council (WGBC) since 2010,
certifies products and services through its Singapore Green Building Product &
Services Certification Scheme. The certification scheme complements the Building and
Construction Authority (BCA)’s efforts in driving environmental sustainability towards
the Singapore 2030 Green Plan, and guides the industry’s choices in shaping our built
environment. SGBC, which has 350 members, has certified about 250 green products.
Visit www.sgbc.sg for more information.

