Jan – Feb 2013

1. President’s Message

Greetings from the Singapore Green Building Council!
2012 has been a very successful year for the SGBC. We welcomed 76 new members and organised a
number of events, chief of which was the International Green Building Conference.
As we embark on a brand new year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members for your
support, not just by participating at our events, but also for coming forward to volunteer, sponsor and
promote our events. A young organisation like the SGBC can only grow if each of us makes the effort to
contribute and give of our time and services. We are now in the process of leadership renewal with the
election of a new Board and I am confident that with members’ support, the SGBC will continue to flourish
and make a difference to Singapore’s built environment.
Some key changes that members of SGBC and the green industry can look forward to in 2013 include the
implementation of Green Mark Vers 4.1, where BCA has further enhanced the criteria to promote
resource-efficient design and practices. Greater recognition will be given to certified green products.
In the second half of 2013, we can expect a number of new measures for existing buildings. Large buildings
such as hotels, retail and office buildings with minimum GFA of 15,000m 2 will need to meet minimum
Green Mark standards. Owners will also need to provide information on annual energy consumption and
related building data. For new buildings and retrofitted existing buildings, 3-yearly audits will be required
on the buildings’ cooling systems.
At SGBC, we view these upcoming changes positively as they help drive our built environment towards
environmental sustainability. We look forward to a fruitful 2013 and working with members to further
push the boundaries on green buildings.

Best Wishes,
Tai Lee Siang

2. News & Information
Latest Partnerships
Temasek Polytechnic
SGBC’s latest MOU was signed with Temasek Polytechnic in Dec 2012. Under this partnership, students
from Temasek Polytechnic’s Diploma in Green Building & Sustainability (GBS) and Integrated Facilities
Management (IFM) programmes will be placed on a structured internship programme with SGBC and
member companies. This initiative will help to build awareness of green building and environmental
sustainability amongst youths and lay the foundation for the industry’s future talent pool. The partnership
will commence in April 2013 and SGBC will provide more information soon for members keen to take on
Temasek Polytechnic interns.
Green Building Councils
SGBC cemented ties with yet another regional GBC with the signing of a MOU with the Vietnam Green
Building Council to work towards recognition of SGBC-certified products and services. SGBC also inked a
MOU with the Vertical Greening Academic Group of China Green Building Council, and the Singapore
Institute of Landscape Architects (SILA) to promote urban greenery.
For more information on the MOUs, pls visit http://www.sgbc.sg/news/sgbc-news/.
SGBC Events
In the last quarter of 2012, SGBC organised a number of key events, including the International Green
Building Conference, SGBC Annual Dinner, training programmes and a number of seminars. A few of these
events are highlighted here. Members may log-in to SGBC’s website www.sgbc.sg to view selected
presentation slides of conferences and seminar.
International Green Building Conference (10 – 12 Oct)
The International Green Building Conference (IGBC) was held at the Sands Expo and Convention Centre and
attracted a total of 971 delegates over the 3 days. The majority of foreign delegates at IGBC 2012 were
from Asian countries such as China, India, Vietnam and Indonesia. Participants included a good distribution
of building owners, developers, architects, engineers, consultants, contractors, suppliers, facility managers,
tenants, academics and governments representatives.
With a theme centred on “Green Community, Green Action”, IGBC 2012 provided perspectives on industry
efforts and public-private partnerships in the greening of the built environment. SGBC also made special
effort to reach out to youths by organising the inaugural Youth for Eco-Sustainability (YES!) Programme
alongside the conference to raise social awareness of green issues. The YES! Programme had 2 key
activities – a Green Quiz where tertiary student teams competed on questions related to green trends,
myths and truths; and an Eco-Pop contest where contestants demonstrated their interpretation of green
issues through song/ dance performances.
Senior Executive Development Programme on Sustainable Buildings (8 – 10 Oct)
The Senior Executive Development Programme on Sustainable Buildings for Asia Pacific was a joint
capacity- building programme by SGBC and BCA’s Centre for Sustainable Buildings. The training programme
was developed for regional policy-makers and industry stakeholders to discuss, explore and accelerate the
development of expertise in governance, public administration and implementation of green building
projects in Asia Pacific.
Leveraging on 15 experts from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UNEP’s Sustainable
Buildings and Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI), and various Singapore agencies and institutions, the

programme created an excellent platform for 30 senior executives from 9 participating Asia Pacific
countries (namely, Indonesia, India, Malaysia, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, The Philippines and
Vietnam) to come together. Participants included Director-General and Directors from the government
sector, project managers and leaders of regional GBCs.
US Greenbuild and Study Tour to US and Korea (8 – 16 Nov)
SGBC members joined BCA in the visit to various organisations in Seoul, Korea to learn more about the
policies, initiatives and programmes to promote green buildings, enhance energy efficiency and reduce
greenhouse gases. The delegation visited the Korea Institute of Construction and Technology, Seoul
Metropolitan Government, Ministry of Land Transport & Maritime Affairs, SK Chemical Eco Lab and the
Songdo International Business District.
The itinerary in San Francisco, USA included visits to the California Academy of Sciences, Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratories, California Lighting Technology Centre, UC Davis Energy Efficiency Centre,
UC Davis West Village, SF Environment, 101 California, 525 Golden Gate and the California Energy
Commission.

3. Green Building Council (GBC) Network News
Business Case for Green Buildings
The WorldGBC is producing an international report on the business case for green building, bringing
together a range of industry views and research on the topic. The report will provide evidence to support
the uptake of green buildings and sustainable design globally. SGBC is working with WorldGBC to feature a
few Singapore buildings as case studies.
The WorldGBC has also partnered McGraw-Hill to conduct a World Green Building Trends survey.
Preliminary results of the McGraw-Hill World Green Building Trends survey show that green buildings are
now a long-term business opportunity:
 Globally, 51% of firms surveyed were planning for more than 60% of their work to be green by 2015,
up from 28% of firms surveyed in 2012
 The largest opportunity areas for green building globally are in new commercial construction and
renovation of existing buildings
Both the WorldGBC and McGraw-Hill reports are targeted to be out in the first quarter of 2013.

Asia Pacific Regional GBC Network
In October 2012, SGBC hosted the Asia Pacific Network (APN) 2012 Annual Forum at the Sands Expo &
Convention Centre alongside the IGBC 2012. Over 30 representatives from the APN attended the forum,
which focused on the key areas of GBC growth and development, green building rating systems, and
government relations. More information on the discussions at the Forum can be found at
http://www.worldgbc.org/activities/news/global/singapore-gbc-hosts-asia-pacific-regional-networkmeeting/.
Moving into 2013, Malaysia GBC will be taking on the role of Chair of APN 2013/14, and SGBC has been
appointed Vice-Chair. The APN will continue to be the platform where regional GBCs come together to
learn from each other and explore opportunities for further regional collaboration to drive our collective
mission of advocating green building design, practices and technologies.

4. United Nations Environment Programme – Sustainable Buildings & Climate Initiative (UNEPSBCI) News
Strategies for Promoting Sustainable Buildings
UNEP-SBCI’s initiative on the Common Carbon Metric (CCM), which was intended to be a universal method
of measuring a building’s carbon emissions, is gaining recognition. The International Organisation for
Standardisation (ISO) is taking the CCM as a base in its development of an international standard for
measuring energy consumption and calculating greenhouse gas emissions from building operations. The
development of the ISO is expected to continue for another year. The CCM can be downloaded from
http://www.unep.org/sbci/pdfs/Common-Carbon-Metric-for_Pilot_Testing_220410.pdf.
Greening the Building Sector Supply Chain
UNEP-SBCI has launched a new task force on Greening the Building Sector Supply Chain in October 2012.
This initiative is to address the economic impact, and the environmental and resource footprint of the
building sector.

5. BCA-SGBC Green Building Individual Awards
SGBC is pleased to announce that the nominations for the annual BCA-SGBC Green Building Individual
Awards are now open and will close on 8 February 2013. These prestigious awards are presented by SGBC
and the Building and Construction Authority (BCA). The aim is to recognise individuals in the building and
construction sector for their consistent contribution and outstanding achievements in the development of
a green and sustainable built environment. SGBC members are strongly encouraged to apply for the
Awards.
The Award categories as follows:
 Green Architect
 Green Engineer
 Green Advocate
 Green Innovator
 Young Green Individual (*new category)
More information on eligibility criteria
http://bca.gov.sg/gbia/bcasgbc_gbia.html.
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6. Certification Highlights
SGBC’s Product Certification scheme has grown by leaps and bounds since its launch in 2010. With more
than 250 products certified to date, the Singapore Green Building Product (SGBP) Certification Scheme has
not just encouraged the use of green products, but has also motivated manufacturers to go green in their
production and process management.
The demand for SGBP Certification is likely to grow with the implementation of Green Mark 4.1 from 15
January 2013 onwards. In this latest version of Green Mark, BCA will award points (new) for the use of

certified energy-efficient equipment and products. The use of sustainable products will also be given
greater recognition as pre-requisite scores have been set for Green Mark Platinum and GoldPlus projects.
SGBP-certified products are able to achieve higher scores in Green Mark as added recognition is given to
SGBP’s multi-tiered rating of a product’s environmental-friendliness.
As an extension of SGBC’s Product Certification scheme, SGBC launched our Green Services Certification
during the IGBC in October 2012. This new scheme aims to bring about enhanced green performance in
the offering of services to the industry. It provides recognition to Building Consultants who are committed
to supporting the green movement, by developing their in-house capabilities and competencies; adopting
green corporate practices; and being a strong advocate for sustainability in the delivery of their design and
services. The first phase of the Singapore Green Building Services Certification has focused on building
consultants who are directly involved with green building planning and design, such as Architectural firms,
Mechanical & Electrical (M&E) Consultants, and Environmental Sustainability Design (ESD) Consultants. In
2013, the Services Certification scheme will be rolled out to include Energy Performance Contractors,
Project Managers, Quantity Surveyors, Interior Designers, Facility Managers and other services associated
with buildings.

7. Membership
SGBC is pleased to welcome the following 10 new Corporate Members in December 2012. For more
information on our new members, pls visit http://www.sgbc.sg/system/assets/44/New%20members.pdf.

8. Upcoming Events
Date

Event

21 Jan

Project Green Insights Closing Ceremony

22 Feb

SGBC- Singapore Institute of Building Limited (SIBL) Seminar:
Holistic Approach to Sustainable Development

21 Mar (am)

HDB-SGBC Joint Seminar

21 Mar (pm)

SGBC Annual General Meeting (AGM)

4 Apr

Joint Seminar with REDAS

April

Joint Seminar with Langdon & Seah

May

Joint Seminar with Singapore Contractors Association Limited (SCAL)

11-13 Sept

International Green Building Conference

12 Sept

SGBC Annual Dinner

More information will be provided closer to date and can be found at www.sgbc.sg/events. Please register
for events at events@sgbc.sg. Kindly provide your name, contact details, designation and organization in
your email.

9. Contact Us
We welcome news and views from members. Please get in touch with our Secretariat team if you would
like to share any news and information, or find out more about latest happenings.
Department

Name

Email

Main Line: 6634 5518

General Manager

Ms Yvonne Soh

Yvonne_Soh@sgbc.sg

Ext 108

Ms Candy Tan
Manager

Candy_Tan@sgbc.sg

Ext 102

Ms Judy Poh
Asst Manager

Judy_Poh@sgbc.sg

Ext 109

Ms Vivian Feng
Executive

Vivian_Feng@sgbc.sg

Ext 107

Mr Goh Su-Liang
Manager

Suliang_Goh@sgbc.sg

Ext 113

Ms Serena Teo
Asst Manager

Serena_Teo@sgbc.sg

Ext 106

Ms Amy Lim
Executive

Amy_Lim@sgbc.sg

Ext 105

Marketing & Events

Certification &
Technology

