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JOINT MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN, DR JOHN KEUNG AND
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MR ANG KIAN SENG
Hi everybody, welcome and Happy New Year!
We’ve been running the BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings Ltd. (BCA
CSB) for more than a year. We hope you find our activities and events in
2012 meaningful and encouraging in assisting the region to progress in
sustainable buildings initiatives!
BCA CSB has done much to enhance the efforts of UNEP and UNEPSustainable Buildings and Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI) to advance
sustainable building policies and practices in the region. For instance, Mr
Ang Kian Seng, Executive Director of BCA CSB has served continually as a
member of UNEP-SBCI’s Sustainable Building Steering Committee,
participating in the development of UNEP-SBCI’s Sustainable Building
Protocol. We have also organised two international events to build
capability and raise awareness on sustainable buildings in the region,
namely the Senior Executive Development Programme (SEDP), which
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included presentations from UNEP and the UNEP-SBCI Fall Symposium.
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Both events were held successfully in Singapore.
2013 is set to be an exciting year for BCA CSB! Firstly, we would like to
thank Dr Edward Anggadjaja for his wonderful leadership and contribution
as the Operations Director of the Centre since its inception in 2011. He is
now managing a new portfolio within the Building and Construction
Authority (BCA) of Singapore and we wish him all the very best in his future
endeavours! We would also like to take this opportunity to introduce and
welcome on board Mr Jeffery Neng as BCA CSB’s new Operations Director.
Mr Jeffery Neng plays a key role in driving green building development in
Singapore and creating a paradigm shift in the industry towards green. He
has also been actively promoting green buildings in the region, and we look
forward to climbing new heights under his leadership!
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In addition, we are proud to inform that BCA CSB will enlarge its portfolio
this year with a series of new initiatives focusing on country-specific BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings
challenges and regional solutions to drive the development of sustainable buildings to a new height. We will
be preparing country reports on sustainable building policies and practices for selected Southeast Asian
countries together with UNEP and UNEP-SBCI. In partnership with the National University of Singapore
(NUS), we are also organising a Sustainable Building 2013 Conference, 9-10 September, as part of a preeminent international conference series on sustainable buildings and construction, to provide a platform
for international networking and knowledge transfer in the region.

Through various activities and networking in the past year, we have received training requests on sustainable
buildings which reinforce our resolve to further advance the sustainable building agenda in the region. We
thus see a pressing and timely need to embark on a project on Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Action
(NAMA) for the Building Sector in Asia. The project concept will link BCA CSB and UNEP with The Energy
and Resources Institute (TERI), UNEP-RISOE Centre on Energy, Climate and Sustainable Development
(URC), and Tsinghua University to develop NAMA for the building sector in this region. BCA CSB will work as
an implementing partner with UNEP to organise a series of country-specific sustainable building related
workshops in Indonesia, The Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. We are very excited to be part of the team.
We hope CSBulletin continues to serve as a useful platform to keep our stakeholders informed on upcoming
news, initiatives and activities in the region and beyond. We hope you are all as excited as we are to see
what the future holds, and that we can count on your support for our activities and events this year!

Again, we thank everyone for making 2012 such a memorable and meaningful year for BCA CSB. We look
forward to continuing this exciting journey with you into 2013.
Best wishes for a Happy New Year!
Dr John Keung
Chairman
BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings
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Executive Director
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RECENT NEWS
BCA CSB In Action at the Singapore Green Building Week 2012
8 – 12 October 2012, Singapore

Into its fourth run, the Singapore Green Building Week (SGBW) was
held from 8 to 12 October 2012 at Marina Bay Sands. International
green building experts, policymakers and built environment
practitioners congregated to share ideas, collaborate, and learn from
each other. Such transnational dialogue is key to furthering the green
building agenda worldwide. BCA CSB had this common goal in mind
when it convened with its regional and United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) networks at SGBW 2012.

Developing Capabilities – Introducing a Training Programme for Regional Policymakers and
Industry Stakeholders
First up during SGBW 2012 was a capability building
programme (8 to 10 October) initiated by BCA CSB,
in partnership with the Singapore Green Building
Council (SGBC). In line with the Centre’s focus area
on Capability Development, the inaugural Senior
Executive Development Programme (SEDP) on
Sustainable Buildings for Asia Pacific was a
three-day training
programme
for
regional
policymakers and industry stakeholders to discuss,
explore, and accelerate the development of
expertise in governance, public administration, and implementation of green building projects in Asia Pacific.
SEDP leveraged on 15 experts from UNEP, UNEP’s Sustainable Buildings and Climate Initiative (UNEPSBCI), the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT), and various Singapore agencies and institutions.
It created an excellent platform for 30 senior executives from 9 participating Asia Pacific countries (Indonesia,
India, Malaysia, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, The Philippines and Vietnam) including DirectorGeneral and Directors from the government sector, project managers, and Presidents or CEOs from the
Green Building Councils.
Knowledge Sharing – Bringing Together International Stakeholders at the UNEP-SBCI Fall
Symposium
Organised by UNEP-SBCI and co-organised by BCA CSB and SGBC, the
UNEP-SBCI Fall Symposium on Sustainable Buildings held on 9
to 10 October was another event during SGBW 2012 that encouraged
international dialogue on climate change mitigation. In line with the
Centre’s strategic areas of focus, the event, that was attended by over
100 international stakeholders from more than 100 companies, across
20 countries and 6 continents, created networks and encouraged
multi-level collaborations locally and internationally.
The symposium saw a general consensus among participating international stakeholders, experts, and UNEP
partners on the significant opportunity presented by the building sector supply chain, while also providing a
broader focus on resource efficiency and associated co-benefits such as greener economies, job creation and
innovation. Additionally, there was also agreement on the critical role played by cities in achieving progress in
sustainable buildings.

International Green Building Conference 2012
10 – 12 October 2012, Singapore

An anchor event of SGBW, the International Green Building
Conference (IGBC) was held on 10 to 12 Oct 2012 at Marina Bay
Sands. Organised by SGBC, with the support of strategic partners,
BCA and International Enterprise Singapore, the event was held
alongside BEX Asia, a regional building expo focusing on eco-friendly
products and solutions.
The Conference focused on Green Leadership and Green Community, where leadership demonstrated by the
government and the industry had created the impetus for rapid green building development in many
countries. But the engagement of the community – building tenants, home owners and consumers – is
equally critical.
Being a platform to call for collective action, the IGBC 2012 brought together about 1,000 participants
comprising of leaders, global industry players, practitioners, academics and the community, from more than
20 countries, to share best practices and discuss strategies and policies that will help to harness the
tremendous potential of the green community to take the green building movement to the next level.

United Nations Climate Change Conference, Doha, 2012
26 November – 8 December 2012, Doha
Contributed by Stéphane Pouffary, UNEP-SBCI Advisory Board Chair

The United Nations Climate Change Conference which took place in
Doha from 26 November to 8 December 2012, is part of the
implementation process of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change.
The Doha’s Conference mandate was clear: to obtain a political
agreement on how to respond to the climate crisis, and on
which methods should be put into place in order to keep global warming at a level below 2°C, the official
objective of international negotiations. It was decided that a second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol
would take place but with lower goals and less ambition. The period started on 1 January 2013 and will last
for a duration of 8 years.
The aim of maintaining the average world temperature at 2°C above preindustrial levels was reaffirmed, as
was the principle of helping developing countries with financial means. Moreover, the necessity to support
Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs), the transfer of technology, and the reinforcement of
Measuring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) were all acknowledged. In terms of developing countries, a
decision was made to establish a working program under the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI)
running from 2013 to 2014 in order to take into account the diversity of NAMAs, and differing needs in terms
of technology, methodologies, finance, and additional capacities.
For many countries, building sector NAMAs appear to represent significant opportunities. Supported by the
UNFCCC framework, actions to reduce GHG emissions from buildings through retrofit projects, regulations,
technology transfer and other policy development may finally help to realize the mitigation potential that exists
in the building sector.

PUBLICATIONS & ARTICLES
Sustainable Construction – A Guide on Concrete Usage Index (CUI)
Published by the Building and Construction Authority, Singapore

BCA has developed an indicator unique to Singapore, named
Concrete Usage Index (CUI), to measure the amount of concrete used
per unit floor area, targeting superstructures of building
works. Through CUI, BCA aims to achieve savings in the use of
natural aggregates through optimal usage of concrete by means
of optimal design during the early design stage.
To further promote CUI, a new guide titled “Sustainable Construction A Guide on CUI” was developed by BCA, together with academia and
industry, to raise awareness on CUI and to share best practices
among industry practitioners. Exemplary methods and technologies to
achieve a low CUI are introduced. To inspire industry practitioners,
several building projects which achieved good CUI without resorting to
steel construction are also featured. Please click HERE for more
details.

Sustainability and Commercial Property Valuation
Published by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors

The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) has produced a
new valuation guide for sustainable buildings – “Sustainability and
Commercial Property Valuation”. This guide sets exacting and
comprehensive standards for the valuation of commercial buildings in
terms of sustainability.
It points out that the definition of “sustainable buildings” will vary over
time and space, thus assessments of a building’s sustainability
characteristics is a difficult task. Valuers are encouraged to gather as
much evidence as they need to thoroughly investigate the benefits
and impacts of sustainability features in the building. The aim is to
capture the true value of sustainable buildings in the long term. Issues
and guidelines discussed include the design and configuration of the
building, construction materials, as well as management and leasing
issues. Please click HERE for more details.

Rands and Sense of Green Buildings
Published by the Green Building Council of South Africa

The Rands and Sense of Green Building is a report that aims to clarify
some uncertainties regarding green buildings in South Africa, with
emphasis placed on its associated capital cost.
The report utilises an evidence-based approach to present the
benefits, challenges and costs of green buildings. Real life examples
such as case studies, local evidence and international experience
are used to demonstrate that green buildings are not only achievable
in South Africa, but also not as expensive as originally conceived. It
shows that not only is there no significant cost difference between
green buildings and conventional buildings; the former is able to
achieve better investment returns and valuations. Finally, a range of
recommended initiatives are presented to facilitate the continued
growth of the green building industry. Please click HERE for more
details.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sustainable Building Conference 2013, Singapore – CALL FOR PAPERS!
Co-organised by BCA CSB and National University of Singapore (NUS)

Theme :
Tracks :

Dates :

Realising Sustainability in the Tropics
1) Efficacy
2) Ecology
3) Wellness
4) Integration
5) Special Session: CIB W115 – Construction
Materials Stewardship
9 – 10 September 2013

CALL FOR PAPERS
The abstract should contain 400 words and the length of the full paper should be 8-10 pages. The abstract is
required to be submitted via an online submission system for which instructions can be found on the SB13
Singapore website. The deadline for submission of abstracts is 28 February 2013. A peer review process will
be applied for the review of the submissions by an international scientific committee.
IMPORTANT DATES
Abstracts submission deadline:
Abstracts acceptance notification:
Full papers submission deadline:
Full papers evaluation:
Finalise submissions:

End February 2013
End March 2013
End May 2013
End June 2013
Mid July 2013

CONTACT US
Organisation: BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings
Email: secretariat@csb.sg
Website: www.sbsingapore.org
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