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Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) to certify “green” furniture for local and
global markets
-

This is the first such green furniture certification initiative in Asia

-

SGBC targets to certify 100 local furniture products within two years

-

Current SGBP certification programme will be extended to cover furniture
products

Singapore, 10 March 2012- Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC), the leading
association spearheading the Singapore building and construction industry towards
environmental sustainability, has joined hands with Singapore Furniture Industries
Council (SFIC) to certify “green” furniture products.

This initiative, the first green

furniture certification in Asia, marks an important milestone for both industry sectors.

The close collaboration to “green” Singapore’s furniture products will be sealed under an
MOU to be signed this morning by Mr Tai Lee Siang, SGBC President and Mr James
Goh, SFIC President

Under the MOU, valid for 3 years, both councils will

promote the certification and

adoption of green furniture among furniture players like the manufacturers, designers,
contractors and suppliers through several platforms such as seminars, conferences,
exhibitions and networking events that will be held annually.

In addition, a validation taskforce headed by Professor Lee Siew Eang, the chairman for
SGBC’s technical committee, will be set up to meet the stringent criteria for the new
certification scheme, which will be ready in two months. SGBC will certify 100 furniture
products within two years

The initiative to “green” Singapore furniture products comes in the wake of growing
global environmental awareness and strong demand for eco-friendly products.
According to forecasts by the Global Industry Analysts, Inc, the global market for
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furniture and fixtures industry and green building materials are expected to hit US$436.5
billion and US$405 billion respectively by 2015.

Mr. Tai Lee Siang, President of SGBC, said: “Furniture products are vital elements in
buildings today. Therefore, having eco-friendly furniture products will greatly contribute
towards the sustainability of our built environment. System and fixed furniture and
furnishings make up about 80-90% of office interior buildings today.

“Hence they represent a significant part of our urban landscape. One key challenge now
is the assurance for reliable green furniture products. So to meet this challenge, the
SGBC-SFIC green furniture certification scheme will ensure that our green furniture
products meet global standards and are truly green.
“This collaboration will also bring new growth opportunities for both the building and
furniture industries. Green certification will help sharpen

the competitive edge of

Singapore’s furniture companies while building industry professionals will have access to
a wider choice of truly eco-friendly products. As the global green building industry is a
key target for green certified furniture and furnishing products, we believe there are very
strong prospects for certified green furniture.”

The new certification scheme for furniture products is an extension of SGBC’s Singapore
Green Building Product (SGBP) certifications scheme. A new category under this SGBP
scheme has been planned to cover furniture products. The criteria for the green furniture
certification will be jointly developed by SFIC and SGBC. However, certification will be
administered solely by SGBC.

Since the inception of SGBP certification, SGBC has certified 110 products within a short
span of about 1 year, mirroring the rising demand for reliable and trusted green products
and solutions in the green building materials industry.
About Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC)
Singapore Green Building Council was set up in 2009 to propel Singapore's building and
construction industry towards environmental sustainability. It promotes green building
design, practices and technologies, integrate green initiatives into mainstream design,
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construction and operation of buildings as well as enhance capacity and professionalism
to support the wider adoption of green building development and practices in Singapore.

SGBC, a member of World Global Building Council (WGBC) since 2010, launched its
first Singapore Green Building Product (SGBP) Certification Scheme in January 2011.
The SGBP certification scheme complements Building and Construction Authority (BCA)
in driving the green building sustainability development towards the Singapore 2030
Green Plan. SGBC, which has 333 members, has certified 110 green products as of
February 2012.

SGBC is the co-organizer of the annual BEX ASIA exhibition and the International Green
Building Conference (IGBC). In 2010, SGBC organized the World Green Building
Council’s International Congress. Together with BCA, SGBC also launched the Green
Building Individual Awards to recognize their continual and outstanding contributions
towards the sustainability of Singapore’s built environment.

SGBC membership is open to developers, contractors, manufacturers/suppliers,
engineers, architects, institutions/associations, agencies and individuals concerned with
or interested in transforming Singapore's built environment towards a sustainable future.

For more information, please visit : www.sgbc.sg
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