FOR IMMEDIA RELEASE

Vibrant Ecosystem for Smarter and Greener Buildings
“It’s My Business” says students from 20 schools in pilot scheme
of Project Green Insights
Singapore, 30 May 2012 – The Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) announced today that, with the
support of the Ministry of Education (MOE) and IBM, a vibrant ecosystem has been established for students to
help other students as part of Project Green Insights. The collaboration is intended to promote smarter buildings
in Singapore through the use of green solutions and was the result of the IBM Centennial Grant of US$100,000,
part of the company’s Centennial Celebration of Services dedicated to helping communities work better as it
marked it’s 100th year anniversary in 2011.
Through this collaboration, SGBC is working with MOE to raise awareness of energy efficiency and educate the
next generation on the importance of going green even in schools. SGBC is also leveraging IBM’s smarter
building expertise and technologies to develop a system that will track power usage, and reduce energy and
maintenance costs for the 20 participating schools. These schools are selected based on their suitability both in
terms of technical infrastructure as well as existing green initiatives. See Annex A for list of the 20 schools.
Project Green Insights seeks to demonstrate the benefits of smarter buildings through elements such as
instrumentation through smart metering, interconnectivity through the Internet, and intelligence through energy
analytics. Specifically, a network of smart meters will be installed in the selected schools to capture data on
energy usage which will be transmitted, using IBM’s cloud-based solution, to the Internet for sharing with all
stakeholders. A dashboard of the data captured will provide staff and students a comprehensive view of their
energy usage patterns and allow them to identify best practices and make optimal decisions on energy usage.
“This collaboration represents an important milestone of engagement as it is an engagement between industry,
government and schools. Never before had the three parties come together to address a common concern -energy consumption in our schools,” said Mr Tai Lee Siang, President, Singapore Green Building Council. “We
are delighted to learn that our students have demonstrated enthusiasm and passion to help transform their
environment through participating in Project Green Insights. Even though it is only a small step, it will go a long
way to change the mindset of our next generation.”
“Project Green Insights complemented our school’s niche programme on environment education. The project
has reinforced in our Environment Champions the essence of energy conservation through the instrumentation
and analysis of usage patterns so as to optimise our decision-making in energy consumption,” said Miss Foong
Lai Leong, Principal of Marsiling Secondary School – one of the pilot schools of Project Green Insights.
The initial phase involved students from the Institute of Technical Education (ITE) College East’s Facility
Technology Department, who conducted and submitted energy audit reports to MOE and the schools. The
energy audit reports were the result of detailed walk-through exercises, as well as the energy usage data made
available to the student audit teams.
This audit process allowed the team to identify potential energy conservation opportunities. These may involve
partitioning school facilities into smaller sections to be served by dedicated air conditioning system instead of
central air handling units, or even scheduling water coolers in the school to be turned on only from 7am to 7pm
during the weekdays, instead of running it for 24 hours.

As part of the collaboration, enablement workshops entitled “It’s My Business” will also be conducted in all 20
schools by volunteers from the wider business ecosystem. The workshop is adapted from a programme by the
Singapore Chapter of Junior Achievement -- the largest organisation in the United States dedicated to giving
young people the knowledge and skills they need to own their economic success, plan for their own future, and
make smart academic and economic choice -- to focus on energy efficiency.
The workshop is an integral part of Project Green Insights’ attempt to raise awareness of energy efficiency and
ideas for Green Mark for Existing Schools. A total of six activity-based modules, which may be conducted in one
or two days, will help 200 Student Green Ambassadors understand our environment and the need to go green,
plan their outreach to the wider school community on energy efficiency, as well as create a blueprint for a Green
Club in their schools.
With the 20 schools setting a benchmark for greener and smarter buildings for the education community in
Singapore, it is the vision of Project Green Insights to expand the programme to other schools to bring more
significant reduction in energy use in lighting and air-conditioning on the school premises, as well as carbon
emission reduction which is a consequence of energy use reduction. In the course of the project, efforts will be
engineered to foster a new culture of sustainability with future generations. Results accomplished through the
project will complement and support the government’s efforts to accelerate the greening of Singapore’s
buildings by 2030.
Through all these efforts, SGBC and its partners also hope to rally staff, students, parents and visitors of the
schools behind a longer-term sustainability effort.
“Non profit and education organisations are the lifeblood of local communities, and we want to help them by
offering support to build a smarter planet through not only offering the grant, but also providing access to IBM’s
solutions and expertise, and mentorship to staff and students on sustainability practices,” said Yap Hwee Hoon,
Corporate Citizenship and Corporate Affairs, IBM Singapore. “With the smart meters installed in the first batch of
participating schools, and connected to IBM’s cloud-based energy dashboard, we are all excited to see how the
data captured will help them make better decisions on energy usage and stimulate change in the community.”
###
About Singapore Green Building Council:
The mission of the SGBC will be to propel the Singapore building and construction industry towards
environmental sustainability by promoting green building design, practices and technologies, the integration of
green building initiatives into mainstream design, construction and operation of buildings as well as building
capability and professionalism to support wider adoption of green building development and practices in
Singapore. Its work will complement and support the government’s efforts to accelerate the greening of our
buildings by 2030. At the same time we will be able to share our knowledge with other countries in our climatic
zone.
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Annex A
Project Green Insights – List of 20 Participating Schools
North Cluster
1.
Marsiling Secondary School
2.
Woodgrove Secondary School
3.
Compassvale Secondary School
4.
Sembawang Secondary School
5.
Nan Chiau High School
6.
Yishun Secondary School
South Cluster
7.
Chong Boon Secondary School
8.
Ang Mo Kio Secondary School
9.
Queensway Secondary School
East Cluster
10.
ITE College East
11.
Northlight Secondary School
12.
Tampines Secondary School
13.
Junyuan Secondary School
14.
Paya Lebar Methodist Girls’ School (Secondary)
West Cluster
15.
Nan Hua High School
16.
Yuan Ching Secondary School
17.
Chung Cheng High School (Yishun)
18.
Kranji Secondary School
19.
Swiss Cottage Secondary School
20.
Chestnut Drive Secondary School

