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MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN, DR JOHN KEUNG
The BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings Ltd.
was established as a “Centre Collaborating with
UNEP”
under
the
2nd
Memorandum
of
Understanding (MOU) signed between the Building
and Construction Authority (BCA) and the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on 14
September 2011 at the International Green Building
Conference 2011 in Singapore.
This elevated the existing collaboration between BCA and UNEP to a more structured
arrangement. Notably, the BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings Ltd. is one of the few
collaborating centres with UNEP and the first of its kind in Asia!
We at the Centre are dedicated to the betterment of our stakeholders and we collaborate
with them on policy advice and outreach activities on sustainable development. Through
multi-level collaboration in various activities, our stakeholders will have access to our
local and international expertise, broadening our collective ability to promote the
adoption of sustainable building policies in the region, as well as to expand the research
and analysis needed to establish baselines, facilitate best practices and focus on the
unique aspects of sustainable buildings in the tropics. More information on our activities
and collaborations can be found at http://www.csb.sg.
As we strive to grow the Centre into a regional hub for sustainable buildings, we hope
that you will join us on this exciting journey and look out for updates and opportunities
to make a difference. This is the first issue of our Centre’s quarterly newsletter and I
hope it will serve as a useful platform to keep you informed on the upcoming news,
initiatives and activities in the region and beyond.
Dr John Keung
Chairman, BCA Centre for Sustainable Buildings Ltd.

RECENT NEWS
UNEP-SBCI Annual General Meeting and Symposium
Sao Paulo, Brazil, 12 – 14 June 2012

A new UNEP-SBCI Advisory Board and various
committees such as the Advocacy, Sustainable
Buildings Steering and Technical Advisory
Committees, were announced during the UNEPSBCI Annual General Meeting in June 2012.
Executive Director of BCA Centre for Sustainable
Buildings (BCA CSB), Mr Ang Kian Seng, has been
nominated to be a member of the Sustainable
Buildings Steering Committee.
In addition, BCA CSB also participated in the UNEPSBCI Symposium 2012, themed “Resource

Efficiency and Green Economy: Opportunities for
Sustainable Buildings and Cities”.

At the symposium, Mr Ang Kian Seng presented the progress update of the Regional
Study, a joint-collaboration by BCA CSB and UNEP-SBCI. The current state-of-play for
green buildings in Singapore and our very own green building rating tool: BCA Green
Mark, were also shared at the Symposium.
Next Steps
Registration is now open for the UNEP-SBCI Fall Symposium 2012 in Singapore (9 – 10
October), which BCA CSB is co-organising with Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC)
during the Singapore Green Building Week in October, in conjunction with the
International Green Building Conference 2012.

RIO+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, 20 – 22 June 2012

Sustainable Consumption and Production
Within the approved outcome document from the
Rio+20 Conference, Member States adopted the
10 Year Framework of Programmes (10YFP) on
Sustainable Consumption and Production.
The 10YFP is a global framework designed to strengthen international cooperation and
to support regional and national initiatives in Sustainable Consumption and Production
(SCP). Five priority themes have been identified in the 10YFP:







Consumer information;
Sustainable lifestyles and education;
Sustainable public procurement;
Sustainable buildings and construction (SBC);
Sustainable tourism, including ecotourism.

The focus on sustainable buildings and construction within an overall framework of SCP
programmes provides unique opportunities for the building sector, and for leadership in
establishing sustainable development patterns. BCA-CSB, as a “Centre Collaborating
with UNEP” will play a unique role in assisting in the development of programmes and
partnerships in the SE Asia region.

PUBLICATIONS & ARTICLES
National Climate Change Strategy 2012 (NCCS-2012)
Published by the National Climate Change Secretariat, Prime Minister’s Office Singapore

The NCCS-2012 document outlines Singapore's
plans to address climate change through a wholeof-nation approach. Titled 'Climate Change and
Singapore:
Challenges.
Opportunities.
Partnerships,' the document reflects the key
elements of Singapore's climate strategy.
The document describes Singapore’s efforts to
reduce carbon emissions, build capabilities to
adapt to the impact of climate change, harness
green growth opportunities and forge partnerships
on climate change action.
NCCS-2012 is also accompanied by a brochure ‘The Fight Against Climate Change Begins
With You’, which highlights the impact of climate change and the actions that individuals
can take in easy-to-read snippets. Please click HERE for more details.

Green Economy Report
Published by UNEP under the UNEP’s Green Economy Initiative

The Green Economy Report presents evidence
from around the world to make a compelling case
for building a low-carbon, resource-efficient and
socially inclusive economy.
One of the main findings in the report is that it
demonstrates that an investment of two percent of
global GDP across 10 key sectors is all that is
required to kick-start a shift from the current
brown and inefficient economy to a green one.
Please click HERE for more details.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Senior Executive Development Programme on Sustainable Buildings
for Asia Pacific
Organised by BCA CSB, in partnership with SGBC

The programme aims to enable building sector
stakeholders, in particular, authorities at national
and local/city levels and private sector from Asia
Pacific countries to promote and adopt sustainable
building approaches and practices.
The programme focuses on raising the capability of
building sector stakeholders to accelerate the
development of expertise in governance, public
administration and implementation of green
building projects.

Taking Singapore and other international cities as a model, the programme will cover
topics such as strategies and experiences in green building policies and technologies,
urban planning and sustainable development in developing a liveable city.
Venue:
Date:
Time:

BCA Academy & Marina Bay Sands, Singapore
8 - 10 October 2012
0800 to 1800 hrs

Please click HERE for more details.

UNEP-SBCI Fall Symposium

Organised by UNEP-SBCI, co-organised by BCA CSB and
SGBC

Together with the BCA Centre for Sustainable
Buildings (BCA CSB) and Singapore GBC, the
United
Nations
Environment
Programme
Sustainable Buildings and Climate Initiative (UNEPSBCI) is holding its Fall Symposium on Sustainable
Buildings on 9 - 10 October 2012 in Singapore,
during the Singapore Green Building Week
(SGBW).
The Symposium serves as a timely platform after the Rio+20 conference for UNEP
partners, experts and building stakeholders worldwide to intensify global efforts and link
action by all who want to act, from citizens to governments, and accelerate sustainable
development across various sectors and governments. The event will feature policy
panels with representatives from the industry, cities, national governments and
international agencies including:



Liana Bratasida, Expert to the Minister for the Environment of Indonesia



Dr Tomonari Yashiro, Director Professor, Institute of Industrial Science,



Stefanos Fotiou, Regional Coordinator for Resource Efficiency, Regional



Søren Lütken, Senior Adviser, UNEP Risoe Centre on Energy, Climate and

University of Tokyo (IIS UT)
Office for Asia Pacific, UNEP

Sustainable Development, Technical University of Denmark



Jane Henley, CEO, World Green Building Council



Constant van Aerschot, Special Adviser (Singapore), World Business

Venue:
Date:
Time:

Council for Sustainable Development

BCA Academy & Marina Bay Sands, Singapore
9 - 10 October 2012
0800 to 1800 hrs

To register for the Symposium, please click HERE.

SB 13, Singapore
Co-sponsored by the CIB, iiSBE, FIDIC, UNEP-SBCI and hosted by BCA CSB

SB13 Singapore is part of a series of other regional
conferences hosted in different parts of the world
in 2013. The regional conferences would lead up to
the global Sustainable Building conference
scheduled to be held in Barcelona, Spain in 2014.
SB13 Singapore will be co-sponsored by International Council for Research and
Innovation in Building and Construction (CIB), International Initiative for a Sustainable
Built Environment (iiSBE), United Nations Environment Programme Sustainable Buildings
and Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI), International Federation of Consulting Engineers
(FIDIC) and hosted in Singapore by BCA CSB. The conference will focus on peer
reviewed papers, regional policy papers, plenary sessions and exhibition displays with
participation encouraged from researchers, students and the academia.
The conference aims to provide an unparalleled view into regional and international
sustainable building issues and promote greater sustainability through cost effective
solutions in design, construction and operation.
Theme:
Venue:
Date:
Time:

Realising Tropical Sustainability : A Holistic Approach in Design,
Construction, Operation
Singapore
9 - 10 September 2013
0800 to 1800 hrs

Please click HERE for more details.
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